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by G";l Goolwin

The ehililren's Art Projeet at
The Unir,rcrsity of Texas

M. D. Anilerson eaneer eenfur
...still S*i"& still $vin$ rnit
still nll fireil up!

B;lli;t;H'"'.:iffi **,:i,
{rrr. Tkir is the nintL {1.,o.,r{ M. D.
ArrJ...or', Alt"rt B. anJ Nlargaret M.
A1ln"1n Hospit.l .rrJ it'. u h.ppening p1."e.
But on tlr" 

"lrilJ 
orrJ uJ.,l"."".t {looa

tk"." .hilJr"r, u." .lrn t"ttlirrg cancer.

T}r"r" 
"kilJr"rr, 

ho-".,"r, arc still sim-
p1y LiJr -ko 1ro.," h.J th"i, "kilJl,""J
interrupteJ ty u 1i{"-tlrr"utening Jiseasc.

LiLe .rry 
"h;lJ, 

th"y 1iln" tu pl.y u,'rJ h..."
{t n, trt it is a 1ot h..Jer t., J,,
tk" tkirgs tlat most lniJ. Jo

AII phoios in this orticle ore courtesy l'[re
University of Texos M. D. Anderson

Concer Center

-h"r, th"y ur" J"ulirg -it1, c.rr""r. That',

-h"." M. D. ArrJ".sot'r ClrilJ..rr's Art
Projcct steps in. Tke urt project worles to
lr"lp 

"JJ 
.r, 

"1"ro"rt 
o{ ,r.rr-.l"y to tkese

young lives.

At TL" University ol T"r..s M. D.
ArrJ".so. C.rr"", Center, tk" ChilJr"rr't
Art Project is a virtual S.rrt. Clrrs, {..rrJ-
ing rrrany prograrns that rrralee 1i{" t.*",
I.r. 

"hilJ..r, 
li.rirrg -ith cancer. Th" o{{i""

ol th" ..t project is o.re o{ t1r,,,se pl.c.s
where it's Christmas all y.., long.
S.rrr-rrrre, c amp s/ c olle g 

" r"holu.r1rip r, rLi
hips, in-kospitul classroomr, 

"kilJ 
hI"

uz,r1L"rr, exciting activities {or young can-
cer patients-th" ClrilJr""'s Art Project
{rrrJs tlr"- u11, treating t}re -kol. patient
.. *"11 u, th" *L.11" {amily. Tk" pro""ss
Irorr, . 

"kilJ'. .i-pl" Jra-ing to tLc mar-
1u"t.t1" proJuct ."lJ by tk" ChilJr"'r's Art
Project is a long journey. It all tegins witL

tke very art classes -h"re tke artworL is

61g61sJ-glag.". {.,rJ"J ty pr,r"""J, {.o*
tke project itsel{.

ilaI uas fien...

It tegan witL a volunt"".', -orrJ"rful
iJea-art J""rrr"J pretLy enough to te put
o, . koliJ.y greeting 

".rJ. Thi. iJ"., *.s
presenteJ to tlr" Jyrr..rric Director o{
Volunteer S...ric"., Paige Lawson, u.rJ tk"
prograrn toolu o{{ {rorr'r th..". Tk"
Cki1J.""'. Chdstmas CarJ Project, now

""11.J 
tL" ChilJ."rr'r Art Project, *.. to..,

Irorn tLat inspiration in 1973 at Tke
University o{ T"r.. M. D. ArrJ"rson
C.rrcer Center.

Att k", .1*uy, t""r, , Ji.,"r.ior, {o,
p"Jiut.i" patients at M. D. AnJ"r.orr, trt
i.r the 

".r1y 
1970s, tLat Jiversion t""urrr"

serious trsiness. TLe Department o{
Volunteer Serwices tegan looLi.rg at tL"
ortworln proJr""J ty tk.se young patients
i, a.ulrol" Ji{{"r"rrt liglrt.

\7h"t i{, tkey *orrJ"reJ, tk"y "orlJ
use some o{ tk"." creations to rrluln"
Christmas 

".rJr? ArJ, what i{ tk"y 
",',,.r1J

."11 th"r. ..r.J, urrJ raise rnoney to {r,,rrJ

speci.l programs {o, tke 
"kilJ."rr?

Turns out tkat they "orlJ o.,J th"y
JiJ. Or", thirty years later, tLis 1itt1" iJ".

#e-ryces Art
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kas grown i'rto u {r11-{1"JgeJ tusiness that

"u"k 
y"u. {unJs patient*I,r".,r"J programs

at M. D. A.rJ"rrorr, most .,I tk",,, t".r"{it-
ing peJiatric patients.

The r,rlunte"., {r.rr-, tacle in 1973
*.,.JJ t" u^or.J to discover tkat the iJea
has grown into a more tku" $6 -i11i.,r,
y"u.-rorrrJ trrsiness. Cver th" years, the
art project h.r .11ocut"J mor" tk.r, $18.5
-i11i"r, to {r.J patient prograrns at M. D.
ArrJ".ror. It h"lpr ln""p ..p tle spirits o{
p"Jiutri" patients as they undergo treat-
rnent, ty pro.riJirrg . 

",rrop."k"..ive psy-

"h.rr.,"iul 
program. \flith {rrlJi.,g {r,rr,

the project, M. D. AnJers.,n is t"tte, atle
t., o{{", programs that aJJr"ss tke eJ,-rca-

tional, recreati,rnal, anJ emotional aspects

o{ treatment. TLcy treat th" *1l"1" 
"lrilJ,not just th" Jir"ur". Mu.ry ,r{ tl-," ckilJr"r,

participating in the art project kave grown
.,p urrJ gone on to 1".J h".lthy, actir"
1ives. Diagnor"J *ith cancer at u, 

"..1y
age, they ku.." Io..g1rt tkeir tattle urrJ *orr.

tlmat camG ir [stuuwn...
For its lirst26 yeats, tLe ChilJr"r't
Ckristmas CarJ Project (CCCP) operateJ
,rrJ". th" ...rrtr"llu o{ t}re Department ,,{
Volunt"". Services at M. D. ArrJ"r....
How"ver, in Novemt", 7999, tk project
t""u-" its own Jepartment urrJ". the
OIII"" "{ P"th. A{{ui.s witL its own

executive Jirector.
Twenty-seven {"ll-ti-" ..,rL".s stul{

the project, tut volunteers remain central
to rnaleing this project so ,ro""rr{.r1. Tl-ri,
was certainly true in tk" 

"urly 
y"..s.

I)unn! the lrrst hohday season/ volunteers
,-,s"J lro.pitu1 gurneys u, *o.L t.tl"r,
kunJ-p."1n.ging Christmas carJs with
t.orrn p.p", anJ string Io, ..1" to M. D.
ArrJ"rro., 

"rrrploy"".. 
From th" teginning,

th"r" h"lp"r. k.J tl-r.i. LanJs i.r almost
every element cr{ the project, u.rd *"r"
pr.,.rJ t,, r"11 9,000 carJs that lirst lro1i-
Juy ,".rorr. Tlr"y r"lJ tl-rree Ji{{erent ".rJ
Jesigns in 7974. Alth""gh th"." si*ple

"urJ, 
,r"d ,rrirrimal 

"olu., 
th"y s,rlJ o,.,t

within a weele, returning $5BS in pr.r{it t.,
M. D. ArrJe.son programs.

TLe project c.ptrreJ the irnagination
.,,{ 

".,".yorr" 
*Lo l"..rr"J atout it, .rJ ,u1",

qri"L1y 
""purrJ.J 

t.yorJ tLe institution
*.11r. I. Iact, in lQ76,Pr.silent unJ
M... G...lJ F,',rJ'. Chri.t-." "-rJ ".-"
I.o", CCCP. Support {rorlr otlr", national
Iig.,.", ,.,"h ., PresiJent urrJ M.r. George

I{. \( B.,'k, L"Jy Bi.J J,rhr...r'r, Houston
Oi1". E"rl Currrpt"11, dancer/cle.rcogra-
p1,". T,r--y Tr,r-r", lrur"bull gr".t N.,la.
Ryan, autLc,. E.-. B,,rot""L, or-rd achess

Sisry Spo""L continr-reJ to i,crcasc tle

"lsill1ity .rl tk" pr.rje"t in Houston,
through.rut'I"rur, ur-r J u.,r.rr-, J tke c ountry.

Along with its young artists, CCCP
grew upr .".po,rJirg
to ever-ckanging
t...irr... trenJs. In
7977, tk" project
{..rrJ"J an art teacher

to Jirect tlr" p.Jiatric
art program at M. D.
A.J.rror. UrrJ",
p.o{"rriorrul tutelagc,
the project's range o{
art meJiu,rs 

""purrJ-
"d. 

Fr.r.r, simple cray-
on Jrawings, tk" clril-
dren began to use

waterc.,1.rrs, 
"o1o."J

-urL".r, tissue paper

co11ages, urrJ -or".
H,""LL"L o.rJ. *.r.
.JJ"J t" t1r" col-
lection I,',r tl,r" {ir'.t
time in 1978 urrJ

holiJ"y ornaments
were introJrrc.J ." tL.
{irst gi{t item a

J""uJ" 1ut"r.

Witk its gr..,*-
ing proJuct lin", th"
maturation o{ the
tusiness riJ" "l th"

project began. t he lirst holiday brochure
was printeJ in 1979. It was a {u. 

".y{rorl the 36-page catalog now printeJ

"u"1, 
y"o, {.',r tLe k.,liJuyr, tut it was a

great start. CCCP graluateJ to mass mar-
Leting in 1980 -l'r.,.l it pr.rJucecl its lirst
tclcvision p.rtli" s"rri". a.r-rnouncement,

Ieatr-rring LoJy BirJ Jo1.lr-'s.,r-r.

A logo {,rr tf," projcct, thcn still

"u11"J 
th" ChilJ'""'r Christmas CurJ

Pr:oject, {irrt oppe.red ir-r 1981, trt tlr"
appearance oI conputers ir-r tLe .rllic" ir:,

1983 r.ully sent the project ir'r u ,r1.r.r1"

new Jirection. TLe Jonation ty Arthut
A.J".r"r, ,r{ {ir." ..rrrrprters, sta{{ training
to use tLern, 

"rrJ 
a 1-800 pkorr" ,r.,J.,

aJJ"J {o. customet .rrJ"r., tr.rugl.rt CCCP
into the twentietk century.

The project ku, ul*.y. t.rr"[it"J {',',r,
community support. In past years, tle
Sale.rwitz Jepartn'rcnt stores JonateJ rp.""
ir-, {.,.,r sLores to ,"11 "rrJr, th" Glorr"11

S"1r.ro1 ,,[ tl'r" .N{rr...,,,,-', .,{ Firre Arts,
Houstorr, p.nriJ"J arb v.rlr-rnteers, anJ
Nin{a's restaurant pr.rviJ" J r"{r".1-rr-r-rerrts

{". lni"L-"{{ parties.

Cu.J, or"r" r.rlJ i. ur"o tar-rles -itl
First Interstat" B.nln teing tle {irst t., ,"11



carJs in ull bu"L brur"h"r. T!""
Co--"."" Bu"tr (CLus" B"r[ ir, 1998)
was lirst to s.rrJ mini trochur"s i, turrL
statements. Corporations li""rrr"J Jesigns
{or corporate use-Leginning with Scott
Pup.. p.oJo"ing napleins anJ placem.ts.
PizzaH:ut rolJ 

"u.Jr 
in its restaurants

anJ printeJ 
"u.J "orporm 

o., tor"r.
ToJay, print partners, corporate ,hipp"rr,
retailers, anJ otlrer community Li"rJ,
continue to support the ChilJren's Art
Project.

Ot 
" 

o{ the most signi{icant influ-
ences on the g.owth o{ the project, lro*"r,-
er, was the o[I". o{ Jorr.t"J {1oo, ,p."" {o.
h"liJ"y proJuct ,u1", ty RurJ.,ll, grocery
stores in 1986. \[lth th" srr"""r. o[ tki"
program, CCCP .ppli.J to tLe University
C.trcer FounJation in 1990 {or a

$aOO,OOO loan to hir" a marLeting con-
sultant to lr"lp b"ilJ th" prolect's presence
in tLe grocery inJustry.

ToJuy, 
"r.J, "t J gilt items are ,olJ ir,

more tLan 2,500 rcta17 outlets in Texas,

Louisiana, OLl.ho-., urJ Flo.iJ..rrJ u

[.w loc.tions in Color.Jo, K..rs.r, .rJ
New Mexico. Grocery stores, i.rclrJi.rg
Alt".tsorr'r, Fiesta, HEB G.ocery
Co*puny, Kroger, PJli" Srperm.rleets,
Ru.rJrllr, Su{"-.y, T"r.s CVS, ,.rJ Vo.r,
chains, Jirpluy {i*t.rr", ,to"L"J -ith ".rJ,anJ other paper proJuctr. Oth". types o[
retailers, ir"lrrJirrg Fol.y's, P.l.is Royal,
B".lls, unJ . ,rr-t". oI u."u ".. *..1r"r,
ulro h..," tLese fi*tures. Th" [ir,t.rr., .r"
monitoreJ th.orgh th. AJopt-A-Store
volunteer prograrn/ *Li"h h"lp, to Leep
tkem tiJy urJ stocL"J with proJucts.
Retailers *ho ".r.y tlre ClrilJren's Art
Project 

"u.J, 
..rJ proJucts rnuln" ,o pro{-

it. Their store space is JorrateJ.rJ tlr"y
consiJer this a community serwice.

llow il's Ute Cntdm's lfi p!tri8cl-
w[at's going 0n...

fu th" project grew, it naturally 
"rp.rrd"Jinto a yearuo..rJ p.ogrurn.In 1997,

CCCP r..,.il"J "Spring Tl'irrgr," the first

"',,"ryJuy 
greetings coll"ctiorr. A.t {.o-

p"Jiutui" patients at M. D. ArJ.rso.,
O.lurJo was introJuceJ into tL" lroliJ.r,
collection in 7993..'J retail ,.'J Jir""t
-uil s.l"s in FloriJ. *"." l.r.'"k"J. With
tk" uJJition o{ tLe spring 1i.'", . r'"*
name was in orJer. TL" CLilJ."rr'r Art
Prol'ect (CAP), along witl, u L...rJ ,"o,
logo, was ,n.,.il"J rn 1995 in orJer to
Lefter reflect the year.orrrJ o.to." o{ th"

ysa.1xt 4* 'trYw t{,tawLtozz {t-*riev--ru:rlutz*e 2, at<r. I

project. The lirst Valentine collectior, {ol-
1"-"J i., 1996.

Keeping up with trsiness trenJs, in
1997 CAP l.r'r"L,"J its WeL site,

***."lrilJ...rsart.orgl, unJ 
"stJlisL.J u.t

online store. By 1998, the tusiness gen-
.rateJ a .""orJ $ 1 ,,,illio. i. p.o"".d, [o.
allocation to M. D. ArrJ".so, patient pro-
grams. TLe same yea4 CAP putlislreJ its
{irst-.ve' 

"hilJ."r'r 
L""L 

""11"J 
Bunnies in

*y Hnod. \Tritten u"J illrst ut"J Ly
awarJ-winrring author Tricia Tusa, the
LooL {".tor", u., ult"*urJ Ly Bu.t..u
Brch ...J *., -u.L"t"J as a special CAP
2 5 tk anniverru.y L""p.uL".

Th""gh CAP st"{f -"'ot"., }'u.,"
incr"aseJ {.o* tL.". in 1985 to the
twenty-seven on sta[[ toJay, volunteers
are still the L..d, ,orl, .nJ tu"Ltor" o{
the CAP *o.L [or"". Th"y ur" i.r,rol.,"J irt
every aspect oI tL. project-from t.Ling
proJuct orJ"rr, slripping pacLages, assist-
ing witL accounting, urJ t.Li.rg invento-
ry, to curling -itto.tr Io. ,p""i.l giveaway
carJ pacLages. Soro" *o.L ul-ost fuIl-
time anJ have their o*, J"rLr, o[[i".r,
urrJ t"l"phorr" lin.r. Thi, "o.. g.orp o{
volunteers is srppl"..r"rrteJ Ly corporate
u..J 

"o-.rr.,rrity 
groups who come in to

-orL o, special projects Juring holiJays.
Across the country, volunteers J.Ii.,".
proJucts to retail outlets, sell proJucts at
.ro pro{it at tLeir stores, anJ promote the
project thr""gL tlre .t eJia urrJ *o.J-o{-
-"rth-ull "JJirrg 

up to the {act that
CAP volunteers are ."sporrsitl" lox QgoTo

oI tL" *o.L .""orrrplirh.J ty tLe project.
In 2003.lorre, volunt.ers Jonat.J
almost 505,794 Lours to tLe project-
the eq.rivalent o{ more tL"n 24O [ull-
time ernployees.

L, "JJitio, to retail outlets, the
ChilJ'..r'r Art Project attenJs o{{-site
rho-r .11 over T"r.s, Louisiana, anJ
Alut.-u to s"11 tlr"i' 

"urd, 
u..J giftr.

Here, too, volunteers are an important
aspect o[ tLe success. Thor" *Lo *o.L th.
shows set rp, ,.11 .trJ tuln" Joo-, .rrJ p..L
up the remaining proJucts. TLe project
ulr" LolJr an increasing .rrr.rL". "{ 

"TJl"
Top' events-Jirplryr ..rJ ..1", in private
homes to introJuce a community to M. D.
A.rJ".ror, .rd tlr" CLilJr",r'. Art Project.

In tke project', o*., t."Ly..J, p.oJ-
ucts are rolJ ir, 

"11 
l,t. O. AnJerson gift

rhop, urJ tLrougL speci.l employe" tasL
force sales-ull st"ff"J ty volrrte.rs.

Consignees ,r"h u, "Lr."h gtoups, L.nLs,
gift skops, urrJ irJi.,iJrruls .lso trL" ..,
assortment o{ inventory to s.ll anJ r.torrt
all monies to the project.

TL" ChilJ..r"s Art Project op"r"J it,
{irst {"11 r"tail est.tlisLment in th. {ull o{
2OOO.In space generously Jo.rut.J Ly
Uptown ParL Sh"pping Center, tLe art
project sells its l"ll li.r" o{ p.oJr"ts .r'J
inventory. The store, 

""11.J 
th" CkilJr".r't

Art Project Boutique, opens its Joors
Irom 10 a.m. to 6 p.-. Mo.rJay through
SatorJay.

Fro- u community/p.o{"ssiorr.Usb{f
tusL for"" 

"staLlisLeJ 
in 7998, a sttategic

p1.., *u, J"r,"lop"J {or the art project. It
was otvious to ull in.,ol.,,,"J th"t *lril"
CAP was lt"lJirg on to its Lig Leart, it
huJ ulro t""o-" tig Lusirress. ToJay, the
ClrilJr".t'r Art Project is tno-., .rorrrJ
th. *orlJ ., orr. of the olJest, largest, anJ
most loveJ ckaritJle carJ projects.

The spirit oI giving k., t""n tLe suc-

".r, o{ t}'" ChilJ.."'s Ad Project. As
CAP h"r grown, so kas tLe progress in
treating p"Ji.ki" cancer. ToJ.y ro-"
7Oo/o o{ 

"hilJ."n 
with cancer will sur..ive.

That maLes CAP's mission o{ pro.,iJir,g
emotional, eJrcational, urrJ ,o"iul support
even more important as these "hil&""
grow up to leal proJuctive uJr.rlt li.."r.

ToJay, tLrough -orlJoriJ" ,u1", o{
young cancer patients' original artworL
featur"d o.r ,.uronul note cards ..rJ gilt
items, the project Lu. fu.rJ.J *illior., of
d"llu.. o{ programs that tene{it cancer
patients ..rJ tlr"i. {u-ili"s.

Tk" ChilJr"r's Art Project is still
growing, still giving, urJ rtill ull fi."J ,p.
It ir . ""l.t.ution o{.,olunteets, i.rJi.,iJr-
als, commr.rity partners, anJ corporations
oro.Lirrg togetLer to maLe lil" L"tt", [o,

"kilJ."r, {igktirrg cu..c"r. I

Goil Goodwin is o Senior Communicotions
Speciolist ot The University of Texos M. D.
Anderson Concer Center where her pri-
mory responsibilities ore with the Children's
Art Proiect ond the Deportment of Volunteer
Services. Prior to her currenf posilion, Goil
wos the ediior of two locol porenting publi-
cotions, Our Kids Mogozine ond Houslon
Fomily Mogozine. She remoins on involved
community volunteer. A groduote of The
University of Texos ot Austin, Goil is mor-
ried ond hos three grown children.


