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 hedlth problems could be prevented if people stopped smoking
 or never starfed.

With scientific evidence mounting about the dangers of
tobaceo use and exposure fo involuntary smoke, Dr. LeMaistre
led development of a policy to make M. D. Anderson smoke-free
 on January 1, 1989, almost twenty-five years fo the day after
 he helped announce the initial Surgeon-General’s Report. As the
nation’s first hospital o take such adfion, it became o model for
other health care insitutions. During a national Conference on
Tobacco Use in America he hosted that month at M. D. Anderson,
 Dr. LeMaistre appealed to health professionals, leaders of volun-
- tary organizations, and public officials fo mount an aggressive

_ grossroos effort to reverse the soaring deaths and destruction
 caused hy tobacco use.

~ Dr. LeMaistre was fireless in appealing to lawmakers,
 professionals, teuchers and the publlc to heed the thousands of research reports

Striewski, Courtesy M. D, Anderson Cancer Center

mortliy i
hlS coﬂnbutmns to shupmg pubhc policy regurdmg tobucco and his overall can-

rwce Award in 1995, und the Amenmn Cancer Society’s Medal of Honor in 1998. He
o received disfinguished alumnus awards from both of his alma maters, the University
i ubumn und Cnmell Umversﬂy, and fwe honorary degrees in recognition of his

he vision that Dr. LeMaistre had twenty-five years ago will be celebrated in
mmfy 2095 when M D. Anderson's new Cancer Prevenhon Bmldmg opens. The nine-

and Pﬂpuiﬁhan Saences hfmgmg together faculty and staff in the Depariments of
Behavioral Science, Clinical Cancer Prevention, and Epidemiology along with an expand-
ed Cancer Prevention Center,

. One of Dr. LeMaistre’s key appointments was naming Dr. Bernard Levin the first
p{esndem for cancer prevention in 1994. Dr. Levin, an international authority on col-
ectal cancer, has developed the Division of Cancer Prevention and Population Sciences
 info o model for other mulifaceted programs around the world. For Dr. Levin, the chal-
lenge is clear. “We know that up to two-thirds of all cancers may be prevented through
ealthy lfestyle changes, so our goal s fo make cancer prevention practical for every-

_ one.” Dr. LeMaistre refired as M. D. Anderson’s president in 1996, but his mission to pro-
 mote cancer prevention continues on full heartedly. I
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