
a+k.i i ;ihir::*Jda,;iir'i l*
tLroughouL o,r"L o[ tl-,. M"Ji.ul Center.

'to {inJ our way tkrongh tLe J"l,rg", I .

Knowing that in lru.J fi-". oo, p.t1r, .."
li,.l"J *itlr stepping sLones [o [.,"1p L""p or.
[*.t Jr1 o.J o* h"rJ= l.,igl, i" o[te, th"
one tLing tLat can t" co..rrteJ on. \(e

"."h {u"" Jii{i""lt 
"1ru11"rrg"r, 

t,t one that
is cornrnon .rrJ p".L.p, inevitatle {or
rnost is a trip to the hospital. In Houston,
we are {ortunate to have tk" Teras M"Ji"ul
Center at our Joorstep, urrJ to h..r. ."""r,
to sorne ol tlr" ,nost talenteJ u.J r".."r"J

-"Ji"ul -irJs o{ our time.
Talent, ko*..r"., is not always enough.

Another essential aspect o{ *.Ji",rl h..lth

"'rJ 
*"ll-t"irg is the spiritual or". Tl'"

T"'us M.Ji"ul Center (TMC) Jeals -ith
tlris ne"J t1rro..g1, tke presence o{ it, -.rry
"lrup"L 

.rJ p.uy", rooms. Cornprising

"bout 
675 .cr"s, tlr" TMC lrus o{t", t"".t

"u11"J 
u "city within a city" anJ ., .r"h, it

is certainly o.r" o{ tlr" test spiritually rep-
,e.",-''teJ cities in T**r.. T1',"r" are nine

-.jor "k.p"1s/sanctuaries 
witkin its

to.rrrJ.ri", urrJ Joz"., o{ p..y", .rJ ,o.J-
itation rooms. The Institute {o, R"ligio,
urrJ H"ulth, . {ounJ.tion Io.-"J ,ol"lv t.,
uJJr"r. the spiritual .rJ 

"thi"ul qr"rti.rru
.uis.d ty -oJ"..r k.ulth".r", stanJs as a
t"..on hglrtitrg tke way {o, th" footp.tl,

"I iuith etckeJ into the MeJic.l Center.
In consiJering eacL location as a

stepping stone in this {ootpath 
"{ {aith

anJ a stop along tLe way o{ spiritual anJ
ment.l h"u1irrg, we gain ..r unJ".stanJirrg
o{ }ro* important t}ris concept is in our
1i.,"., urJ in the worLings oI tke 1t*.s
M"dicul Center. Learning .tout ..c1,
sanctuary gives insigLt into the spiritual
Iorethought that many oI T"*ur' great pLi-
lanthropists Lave J.monst ateJ ty Jon.t-
ing their mone, talents, anJ names to
th"r" 

"lr.p"ls. This skort "u,alleing tour" oI
the MeJical Center's spiritual loofuatk
will give you a picture o{ t}re importance
that each h"lJ in tlr" h".li.rg o{ -i.rJr,
toJi"r, u.rd ,or1r.

ya*'",'3t1' tri'I* ?''Lnttzstrur, .lilt:ii<,,2--"Lt:1,"u:t:tu:'.2, *tt.

I[e ln$ffiIe Ifi Rslision and H8amt

Most important paths hu.," u -..L". o.
t"u"or. \TitLout them weary travelets
may not lenow tLat a path exists that will

-ulu" tlr" going easier, .rJ otk.rs m.y
mistalee irnportant putlrr {o. switcl.,lacLs
o. J..J "rrJr. Thir is the very reason that
tke Institute oI R.ligior, -.. IorrrJ"J. L
IQ55, a group o{ ro"Ji".1, trsirr"rs, .rrd
."ligio.rr 1".J"r, in Houston ..cogrriz"J
that tLe spiritual u, -"11 u, tL" pky.icul
,r""J. o{ patients lr""J"J to te satis{ieJ.
Alt.. ".."Ir1 ."r".."1, they JetermincJ
that'an u""."Jit"J prograln {or ,"siJ.rrcies
.nJ otker lo.-r oI service in tk. MeJi"al
Center," rk"..lJ t. 

".tuL1ir1r"J, 
*lri"k

*orlJ ,..r. as a connection tetween the

-"Ji"rl ,r.rJ spirituul ."u1-, o{ "..".'
TLey appoint"J th"i. Iirst Ji.ector, The
R".r.r"rd Dr. Dawson Bryan, to ckarter
t['" path o{ tki, ,"- institution. In 7960,

Untfltha 1970si th. .Iastitllt" 
s,6sl.grAatly

i.'.'.otrv"J in the spiritual lif" "I tLe TMC,
Lut tlre overwLelming grovtk .rrJ 

".,o1,r-tion oI L".1t1r"u." ".rr"d irrJi..iJ.rul Lor-
pitals to creaIe spirifual centers ol tl.,r"i,
o-rr. Tlris clange ol lo"rrs JiJ rrot Ji-irr-
isl, th" Institute's ro1" in h".lth"..., trt
ratLer strength",r"J it.

As ,o.Ji".1 technology k., .J,rur".J,
so lras tlr" question o{ -"Ji"rl "thics. 

Th"
Institute h"r 1"J the way in recruiting anJ
sponsoring *o.Lr1r.rp, .rrJ semirr.rs on
various topics. The current executive
Jirector oI tLe Institut., Tk. R".,"."rrJ
]ohn E. F"11".r, lras striveJ i, tlre {.c" o{
this revolutio, o{ tho.rgkts .rrJ iJ".l, to
maintain th" qu"lity o{ ,".rice .,iI"r.J ty
tke center. The Institute .*purrJ"J it,
name in 2002 t" rellect this evolving
,"rpor"iti1iry, .rrJ it i, rro- o{{i"iully "Tk"
Institute {o' R"ligio, u"J H"ultk." T1r"
Institute serves its purpose -"11, ., u t".-
"on 

urrJ guiJepost {.r, th" spiritual ,iJ" o{
tLe TMC. Unlo*unately, it has met
kurJrhip ,. *"11. In lune 2001, t ageJy
strucL Houstor, .rrJ th" M"Ji"ul Center in
tL. {orr,, ,r{ T.opi"ul Stort, Allison. Dr"
to the extensive structural Jamage sus-
taineJ ty the Institute, it *.s {orc"J to
{irrJ ,r r"o, home. Now lo".t"J just out-
siJ" the M.Ji"ul Center near tLe intersec-
tion ol Kirby u,rJ Greentriar, the Institute
continues it, {r11 {o."" its three-prongeJ
mission to the MeJical Center: service,

,"."u."h, and eJucation.

Ihe Children's Cnap8l-
Iexas CnlldtGnh Hospitat

It ir Ji{{ic.Jt to imagine -lr.,t leinJ o{ a
.oo- *orrlJ oII.. p"."" anJ com{ort to a

"kilJ ". . {amily in tke throes n{ . ,o"J-
ical crisis...r-rntil you visit the ChilJr"rr',
Ckup"l at Texas CkilJr"rr'. Hospital.
Th" .o,rr, k.. ,ro sharp angles, no over-
powering 

"olorc 
o. tLemes, no atrupt

"notice me" Jecoratiorrs. IrrsiJe there are
orly "rr..", .t J rrLJr"J hglrti.rg. It ;,



loc.t"d near the surgery suite anJ
P"Jiut.i" Intensive Care Unit, tut is so
non-traJitional anJ inviting that the
1ruz" o{ noise outsiJe J,r.s not interlere
vritk t1r" peace insiJe.

Entry is maJe tkrougL . 
",rrrr"J 

hu1l-

-.y, *hi"k l"aJs to .r, orrul room occu-
pi"J by ,pLolrt"r"J 

"lrairs 
.rrJ t"rr"h"r.

Even tke "pulpit" u."u, iI it cu, t" cull"J
tLat, is .o.rrrJ. ]ust in lrorrt oI tkat circu-
Iu. Io"ul point are .o.,rrJ.d .ui1s urJ
L.""l"rr, urrJ tlr" tu"lnJrop, cornpleting
the circle, is compriseJ o{ ski--".irrg
p"u.l t1r" art glass. Or,"rh".J, a ci."..lat
rkylight dra-. in natural light, .r, request-
.J ty tk" 

"1.,i1J."', 
*ho .l'ur"J tkeir wisL-

es witk the architects.
R"""rs"J into the orulls in the seat-

ing area ur" lig1rt"J panels tLat cLange
{.or, o.r" Jrrlny 

"o1o. 
to another. They

."r"r,,tl" cosmic 
"lo.rJ, .r, worlJs teirrg

created, or anytLing a young mirrJ c.r,
imagine. Th" 

""ilirrg is . mass o{
tpu.Llirrg stars, an invitation to explore
the universe, with lightlng e{{ects that
ckange tke aura {.o- J.-, to Jrrl urrJ
into tLe ,right 

".."ry 
twelve minutes.

T1r"." .." ,-ro lryr,,rulr, crosses, o, ."1i-
gious icons in this roorn. Here tkere is

t tprogntq; 
qf, oogrirlo'und crrnip"i*iion .t ' ' 

'
tloanbsgioing ooJ 

"orru*, t'oitl", lropn ond
loue. Let ilte Tree of Hopn n*Lrorn gou.

Adorning the tree are many pastel
pieces o{ pup"r, "."k witL a tLoug}rt,
prayer, or 

".y 
o{ tk.tLrgiving. EacL is

rig""J ty tLe writer urrJ Lu, a story to tell.
Beneatk tLe tree is a tasleet {.J1 "i ..rrpq,
pafes, waiting t" t" {i11"J ty tk" h"p.{"l
orr", *ho come to tLis quiet p1.ce to .sL a

tlessing .. to oI{", tlr.rrlns.

Ihs Miffia E.llunn htcrtiullt ffiamF
Hemolid lhnnann H0sEilail

In June 2004, tL. Dunn InterlaitL
Ckup"l -us r"J"Jicrt.J i. u sp"cial c"."-
rnony, witL a new location, tut tke same

p"u""lo1 {""li"g. T}'e o'igin.1 chup.l, {i.st
J"Ji""t"d ,n 1976, qri"L1y t"".ro. u

rp.'Llirg gem in tk. M"Jical Center.
M"J"1"J .1t.. tI'" ch.p"l ut tlre Air Force
A"uJ"-y in Colo.uJo Springs, it was a

{reestanJi.rg tr;lJ;rrg locat"J in . .r,,all
courtyarJ t"kitrJ tle hospital. B"rr"lr"s
u.rd 1o- *.11, ,.,rr,r.rrrJ"J tk. t"ilJirrg,
inviting all to sit urrd pruy o. porJ.r.
M..y 

",rrp1"s 
suiJ th"i. "I Jos" in tl.re olJ

D..rr, Chup"l, many t.ti", *"." tl".r.J i,
its sanctuary, urJ -.rry {rrr"r.1. urJ
,rre*orial services *"r" h.lJ tlr"re as w"11.

It also stooJ as another testarnent to tLe
giving nature o{ tk" D.r,rn F"mily.

However, vast changes were atout to
talee pl.c.. Because o{ th".r.riq.." J".igrr,
th" 

"k.p"l *u, u1*.y, .,,,rlrr".rt1" to water
l".Ls. Follo-ing the rains tLat 

".,r."J tk"
{l""dirrg in June "{ 2OOL, tlre c}',rpel w"rrt
into limiteJ..r" *hi1" Jecisions were teing

-aJe .to..t its repair. N.stleJ in its pri-
vate courtyarJ, th" "k.p"l diJ rrot h.v" tLe
protection o{ r.r..oorrJirr! structures to
1ess", the "{{""t, o{ t}re weatker. On
Septemler Il, 200[, during a prayer
service lor tlr" victims "{ 9lll,. piec" oI
glusr I"11 {ror,, o'r" o{ tlt" stui.r"J g1us.

purr"l, ,r.., tke aper .r{ tL" t.rilJirrg. L,

an eerie -.y, .rrJ u. ,, ,.r-"-*lr.t {itting
salute to the trageJies "l 2007, tk" 

"k,rp"l*u, 
"lor"J tk.t J.y.
Ser'ic"s continueJ to L" 1r"1J, oIt"r,

rneetingl in the pJli" ur".. o{ tLe hospital.
Not until May 2004 J;J tl* 

"kup"l 
g.t u

."* kor,,.. No- locateJ witkin tLe kospi-
tal t..ilJirrg near the maiestic atrium,



Inc Muslim Prayer Gemen
Inc Metfiodist Hosdh!

Altlr""gk inany hospital. in tk"
Teras N[eJical Center k..,. Mr.li.o
prayer rooms/ M"th,rJist u1r,, hu, o

M,sli* Prayer Center. T1.," .r.r".-
wLelming sense tLat s.rrr.,urrJs this
area is tLat o{ corrrlrunity. As with
all tLe spiritual centers in tke
M.Jicul Ce.ter, the Muslir, Pr.y"r
Center is o place o{ *"1"o-" I.r.
many irrternational visitors wk,r
c{,me Io II.,us[,'n. On any given

J"y, t"t1, t"I,-,." urrJ u{t". r"k"J.J"J
prayer tirnes, y"" *i11 {irrJ o g..r..p ol ,isi-
tors wLo 1rur" Jir".,r"."J u ho-" .-uy
{.or, ho*", u p1."" o.itl, {.-iliu. ,..r,,"s
urrJ *orJr. Genero..s gilts {ror,, 1oc.l
trsin"r, urJ ".rro-rrity l".J"rs ,ooJ" tk.
c"r.t", possitl", .rrd it op"rr"J its Joors on
tk" {i..t {l,ro' .r{ tl.re Brown BuilJing in
7996.

Tk" ro.r-'s arcl-ritecture is t.r"J o.
Islarrric Jesigrr anJ u1r., irr".r.po.ates an

inviting totrck ,-r{ Teras eurtl-r tones. Rick
Jr.p"ri"s ol tlr", g,-,,lJ, a'rJ -u..,.r. uJ.,.r-t

the main entry, anJ tl-rese tones, along

-ith .icl, -o.rJ*orl continue througLout
tke center. \[ke. topi".l Storro Alliro,
hit i, th. summer "i 2OOt, tke Brown
BuilJing urrJ tk" M.rslir, Prayer Center
v,/ere among tLe LarJest kit. Tk" P..y..
Centcr -u, "lo."J 

temporarily alcrng witk
tLe rest 

"{ 
t1.," t"ildir'rg, tut it JiJ ,rot t.L"

long {.,r community ro"rot"r" to have it
,p .t J running again.t TLe Mrsli-
Prayer Center is a vital c.,rnp.rn.rrt ol th"
M.Ji""l Center's M.,.li- anJ .pirit...l
networL. As a part ol th" spirit.r.l {orrr-

\[h.r, tlre M. D. ArJ"...,r, C.rc.r Center
op"rr"J its Joors in1954, there was not a

"kup"l 
i, th" b"ilJi"g. Since it was con-

.iJ"r"J . r"."ur"l, c".tt". orrJ ,"k,ro1, u.
*"11 .. .lrospital, space was just too scarce.

In tl-re eorly 7970s, the LutLeran Hospital
Associatic,n J."iJ"J tl.rat rather th". t.,ilJ
their own lrospitol, u p.r,ilio. orJ "lr.p"l
{.,, th" -.,.1J {,rrrrorc C.rrc.. Center
*,rrlJ t" J",r"1,rp"J.' Tk. "h"p"l orrJ

p,rvilior, -cre c.rrrrp1"t"ly {rrrJ"J ty pdvate
Jo,ations urJ 1,r.rrr, totl, {r.r* inJiviJu-
.1., 1iln. Joh, Fr""ro.t u.rd ]oh, D.rrrr,
anJ organizations such as the Rotert
VooJs ].rkrrso, FounJation. T1r" ,"rrlt is
. t".rrti{rl rrrrlE-J"rrorrirrational chapel

"fl "I tl-r" Rose Poriliorr, across lr.,m t1r"

ca{eteria.

Tlr. 
"h"p"l 

is set up in a unique {or-
rrration -itk the entrance on one corner,

the tkree remaining corners Leing corr-
pris.J .rl intricate staineJ glass panels tl.rat

tring sunligLt in {rom outsiJe. Although
tLe pulpit is in one 

"orrr", 
ol the ro.,n ,

near one .r{ tk" rtuirr"J glass winJows, thc
ce.rte, ,r{ thc room h"1Jr u poJi.,,,, .,,, u

*cerre r*ffi p*r{e-etly tLdi;eesages
o{ tli, ,oorr-r, Hop" u.,J

ErrJurr.."*. Never give up.

Tkis "L"p"l is truly impres-
si..e, t.,tl in its granJeu. .r,rJ in
its sJtleFy. AlLl,""gh it is close

to tLe ca{eteria, tLe {oyet tLat
leuJs [,. th. 

"hupel 'r-'r{{1". 
ull

outsiJe noise, maleing it a perlect-
ly p".""{,rl pl.r".. T}r" utroosph.te
is one o{ acceptance urrJ tol"r-
ance. Many patients at M. D.
ArlJ".ron are too ill to m.Le it
Jown to th" 

"1rup"1, 
tut still Jesire

a quiet p1."" o{ contemplation.
Th"r" u." p.o..iJ"J tLroughout
tl'e h"spit"l in tl'" {orm "I .-"11
pr.y". ,rrJ r,,"Jit.rtio, rooms.

E."1, .oor,, "..r "or.r{o.totly
accorlrrroJate one or two p.opl.,
tut tLis is enough to {."1 t}r"
prompting o{ tLe spirit urd 

"orr-
tinue tLe lr"ulirrg p.o""rr. Tk"
hospital ulro h.. u Mrsliro p..y".

..r.rrrr .rrJ u p"Ji.t i" spiritualih center.

Th"." is no question that meJicine anJ
spirituality ho.r" joirr"J {o.c"s in tlr" 1r."1-

ing process at tLe M. D. A.rJerso, C.rr"",
Center.

Uuiess MemofialGnarcF
Ihc Methodist HosilIal

Many visitors *1ro 
"oro" 

to tLis Lospital
."rrr"-t". orrly orr" tLing atout th. trilJ-
ing: the 

"k,'p"l. 
It is locateJ o{{ tlr" rrrui.

entrance in tLe Dunn L"Lty. Thir ir "
"hup"l 

tl'ut r"ully loolnr 1iL" . 
"h.p.l.

S.pur.t"J {.or, tk. 
".,.r7Juy 

t.rrir"rs ol
t1r" lrospital ty u .-.11 {oyer, its t".rty .rrJ
reverence r".cl, oot t., you te{.rre you even

op"r, t1r" o,ooJ p.rr"l"J J.ro.s. Upo.
entering your eyes ur" i--.Jiut"ly J..o.r,
to tlre {oca1 point o{ the roorn, a large

exquisitely J.tail"J staineJ gl.ss -inJo-
Jepicting CLrist, witl.r palms .rp-..Js. It i,
not until y.r, lrur," s.rl{i"i"rrtly J.rrrl i.,
tLe teauty .,{ this *,irrJow tlrat you notice
tLe crtLer aspccts oI th" .oor,,.

l..st t"1.,* tkis staineJ glass winJow is
an exquisite pipe orlan. Orl tlr" .iglrt siJ.

r;;tlr: ..1,.l 1 lu: 1: Jtt.ttttt* 1.tLe:ttr"::.r- uz.th*zz+: .1. tt:. 1



invitation tc, "sit anJ thinln . *1ri1.."
Th" "h.p"l 

itsel{ h.. an unJerstateJ
tearrty. T1r" lr.rspitul .rp"rr"J i.-1954,
urrJ tk" 

"kup"l 
k.t t"en a muirrst.y o{ tk"

lrospitul community since tkat tirne. TLe

' p1*qrnu'deJio'*-tus .'l,t.p*1,*llo *,glory,
: 
"{,GoJ "nd,i+ 

mernor5r o{,Roy stav ,,,,

,,Cullerr.' ItoylGust... **. th* only roo,.{'
I{rlgh Roy'"nJ hiswif" Lill*. *u rt"*
tragically in an oil r"{ioury'{i.u i^ 1936
at the age o{ 31.u Hugh Roy C.'11"r. -rd"
ki* {ortorru ." r'L*.. oil *i1Jcu.tt.r .nJ it
is ftttirrg tkat this JeJic-tiorr, ..'J t1r"

manv others tkat h. hus ,oaJe in the

',,u-" o{ l.',i" .on, ."-i,-',J= ull orl-',"r" T"*u.
{itst rn.Je its rnillions, .rJ {irst lost its
native sons. Th" C.Jl.t's loving presence

urrJ ,.nr" o{ {urnily s}rit 
" 

tkto.rgk this
magni{icent 

"hup"l.
Tk" 

"L"p"l 
is JecoruteJ in a sorne-

wLat conternporary tLerne, tut its purpose

arrJ {unction u." 
"1"u.. 

Th" ul"or," .t J
ptJpit areas .re the {o".., o{ tke roorn,
uJ.,r,r"J witL a large "ror. t"lrirJ .r, 

"1"-
gant, tut simple st.nJ th"t k"1Js an over-
riz"J Bitl". Tk" ,oo- is graceJ witk a

tuty g.ul,.J piurru, .rrJ -hit" 1rymrr.ls Jot
tke ..elr."t- c or"." J 

"1r.ri.s. 
TLrou ghout tke

room are .yJ"l. o{ ,,,,rst ,oajo, ,eligions,
.rrJ u sturrJ near tLe Joo, proviJ", written
prayers arrJ Jevotio.rals .,{ 

"r,".y 
{uith.

Visitors are inviteJ to sit or 1o.""1 urrJ

tkere are no time 1i-itr i-por"J-{"ith,
kop", urrJ tears cannot t" ro"..r."J ty u

stopwatch.

o{ tlr" .oor,,, {o,-,, ,,,,rr" staineJ glass pan-
e1s grace tlr" -ol1s, eacL Jepicting a saint

", titli""l .""rr". AJJiti.rrrully, ,,rury ol
th" pnr-r"ls contain ryrrrt.rl. o{ otk", ,"1i-
gions, announcing that .11 .." -"1",rrlr" in
tlris pl.c" .,{ *o.rlrip. A11 "{ tk" 

"1r"p.1
accoutrcment. .." 1r".", tke prJpit, tLe
,rick"s, orrJ tL" .1",-rr,".. Tlrir i. tlre LirrJ

"{ "hup"1 
that i*,ites triJes to .l,olln Jn*'t

th" oisl", .rrJ irrJ""J ,rr,rry 1r,r,r". TL"
Vi.s* Ckrpel r.aLes it easy to ."-"rJ",
tl.,"t liIe goes on, in spite .rl t1r" p.irrs .,rrJ
l-rea.t.ckes that tring us to tLe 1.,o.pit,tl in
tke lirst plu"". ,\. a stepping stone along
tle {oofuat1'r ol I"itlr, this is ,t strorrglr,rlJ.

Gullen Memorial GhapeF
St. Lukc's t[isGopa! Hospital

Lilee tire }'ospital its"l{, t1r" clrup"l at St.

L.Jre's is a statcment .rI .irrrpli.ity urrJ

Jevotion. It is rr"stl"J in a corner n".r tk"
Bertner Street entran"" ur-rJ upp.ou"1r"J
thrcrugh a quiet reception arca. Since it is

not Jirectly "{l t1.'" ,,,ui,,, lotty o{ tk" kn.-
pibal, it is not surrounJ"J ty tk" .mtient
noises tLat t.L" plu"" th"re' {amilies colrr-
ing anJ going, volunteers giving Jirec-
tiorrs, tke Lur, ,rl k.r..i"J conversations.
Th. 

"k"p"1'. 
receptio. area c.rnsists i:,{

n-ra,y o'erstuf{.J "lr"i.. .rrJ o, .rrrrp.L"r,



Cna[ad Housrlexas Mcdical Cenrcr

Alth"..gl, tec1r"ically not within tLe
toorrJories oI tk" M"Ji".l Center, it
-",rlJ t" remiss to omit the Ck"t"J
House at tlre Gxas M"di"ul C"rrter anJ
the services it o{{".s to tke ]ewisk commu-
nity. Tke -o.J "Clr.tuJ" is u Hetreo,
acronym {.,,r the tkr"" intell"ctr.l lu"rlti".
oI' 

"h."hrouh-*isJ,,r,,, 
tirroh-"o-p."k"rr-

sion, .rrJ J"'ut-1nrr,r-1"d ge.u In L992,
Rutti L.z"' urJ Ro"lr"l L.z.'o{l s.- ,,

,r""J {o, 
"1.,r". 

."""r, t" C}rutuJ ty
patients u.J rt.{{ at the Texas M.Jicul
Center urrJ t1r" h.rrr. *u, .p"rr"J to meet
tkat neeJ. LocateJ a stones tk o* I.o-
th" M"Ji""l Center on University
Borl.r.rJ, th" Clr"buJ Ho.se is n.rt orrly
u p1."" o{ *orrhip, tut is .ls,-,, u hu.,.r, {o,
strJy ur.,J Jiscussion. Th" Lo.rr" invites

J"-. urrJ non-fews to learn mor" atout
{aith anJ Lop" i. times o{ Jespair.

Bcn trub MemofialCnapcF
Ben Iaub General Hosdtal

Berr Tuut Las a reputation in Houston as

the test ER i.r town, anJ most p"opl. -ho
see it {or tke {irst time enter tLroug}r tke
emergency.oom Joo.r. Fo, tlris reason,
tk" chup"l o{ten gets or".lonl"J until the
uJr"nulin" ,rrL ol the t.mergency is ov.'r.
Th" 

"k'p"l, loc.teJ just bekinJ tLe recep-
tion Jesle in tLe main l"Lty, is a quict,
simpl. place. It i, u 

"oro{o.t.t1", 
krrrtl.,

"l",rrly 
no.-Jenominational r.ro-, *itk-

out any pretensions. Tk. {1oo.r are tile
urJ tlr" ckuir, ."s"-11" those {,r.rrJ i,
.ny stanJarJ waiting room, tut the spirit
of tl'" plu"" is unmistaLatl". At tlt" t."L
,r{ th" ,.,o-, on tk. *u11 tLat connects

?i3i,.. 1,1 '1"?w 

"i;1rurtt,:r,r, 

l.l,n".ir,:rt-rrl1zr:zrn 2, rztr. 1

$;'*;di;

h;ldi"g"tr" and,{eeJingr,.
su't 

"rJ 
*lr**p. Neur tlr* J,ror u

strrd holJs many pampLlets '

,nd ,"ligiom study guiJes.

Mrry Lu... io"rtJ th;
room in th* 

"u.ly 
mdrnings,

a{ter long nights spent in tLe
emergency room, koping anJ
praying tLat tLeir lor"J orr".

-"rlJ t" "lrigkt. Or" s.."1,

wo1rra11 ,.lateJ k.r story ,r{
L"irrg o.,.."orrre witk griel, not just {o, h".
sorr's plryri".l ailments u, 1r" l,ry in inten-
sive care, t.rt {o. kis spiritual well t"irrg in
tlr" -uL" o{ tk" irrcid"rrt, which pl.""d hi-
in tkat position.' Ar r1r. *ur,J"."J th"
hull. "i tL. h.,.pitul, ILis unassuming
,,ror-r J."* h". i". FirrJing a clapel in a

l.r.,spital ,.."k ., B"n'L..t, -k"r" lil" .,rJ
J"utl-, u." ".--o.ly tt.JeJ, gave her tke
strength .h" .""J"J lor the n"rt r.,unJ .r{
tattlcs. "I k.r. t""r, to otk", kospit.l

"kup"l. 
in tLe past tut none lras tor"l.,eJ

me in ,ry 1-r.r.,, oL,""J tk. way this onc
h"s. It hu. r-ro {ulr" {rc,nt, nc, tr.voJo, j.,st
the pure 1.,r" .r{ G"J." Thls o,o,,,urr, liln"
many otkers, *.. .t1" to recognize tkis

"kup"l 
.r an important part o{ the spiritual

puth "f h""lirrg.

Ihe UA GnarcHl,licnaGl I. DGBaI(ey

Ucterans Affairs Mcdical Genter

In 7997, tke Veterans A{Iairs M.Ji"ul
Center op"rr"J tlr" Joo., o{ its new state-
o{-the-art iu"ility, anJ tegan tke process
o{ tearing Jo-r, th" .,1J, VWII-"ra kospi-
tal that h.J p...,io..sly hu.J1"J tk" ,r""J,
ol veterans {or o.,"r {i{ry y"u.r.t So-" ,rI
tle tLings that were ...."J {ror, tk" "lJt"ilJit g .rrJ tr.rrr{".r"J to tk" new are tLe
staineJ gl.ss p.rrr"1s tLat aJorn tL" *ulls oi
th" "h.rp"l. Th"y rr"r" not in tLe t"st o{
rhup". Fi{ty y"urc o{ Just anJ Jirt huJ
taLen tkeir toll, but in April "l7999, tk,r.- 

"hup"l 
*us J"Ji"ut.J urrJ th" staineJ

glass winJows, now restoreJ to tLeir lor-
mer state ol gr."" ar.J te...ty, *"." irrcl.rJ-

"J 
in tk.t JeJication. TL" six staineJ

glass p.n.ls, each with ryrrL.,l, unJ r"p."-

:uniqrie among tho** ir tlr* Me*iaal" , ,, ""
Center. It is u plac.o{ liietime *udi"rl ,

treatment, wLere veterans return time
aftet time on u."gr1*. brsis, {o. Lrspftal-
ization u, *"11 ur tusic m"Ji".l "a.". Thi,
Jil{..*rr"" is re{lected in tL. ,r...*11
.t.rrospLer" ,r{ t}re Lospit.l. It is not a

quiet place, witL a serene lotty urJ u {"*
people sitting ..,rrrrJ waiting to visit a

l.r.."J or". It i. u p1u"" ol constant action.
Tk" r"..ol..irrg Joors into th" {.orrt lotty
t.lJo- st.rp, anJ tke noise 1".,"1 i, th"
l"tLy is *rrully u I"- J""it"l. lrig1r", than
tLe average playgrounJ; it is an upteat
p1."". Th" 

"kup"l..{l.cts this atrnospLere
in a pl"asant u,,J rr-'',.btrrrivc manner.

Locat"J o, the s.corrJ fl.ror, ,r"u. tk"
main elevator, ..rJ .large seating area,

the Joors to tk" chapel u." ,"lJ.r- 
"lo""d

urrJ t1r" 1rull ir r"lJo- quiet. Hospital
*o.L"r, u, *"11 u, patrons 

"o.,," 
..rJ go .',r,

a regular tasis, towing their ke.Js {or a

{ew minutes, Lrr..1irrg in prayer, then it is
..p urrJ on tke go again. TLe evenings are

mr-rch quieter, .rrd *u.y patients {lrrJ tl-r"

"1r.p.1 -or" inwitin! *L"r, there is l.ss
krstl. urJ t..stle. Day o, ,right, t1r" 

"lrup"l
is a central part o{ the existence o{ tLe
h.,spita1.

W.L M0ran Chanel-Ihe lnstiEle for
Rcnabilihton and Research filnn)

Since its inception in the 
"o.1y 

1950s,
TIRR hur t""r, o, tLe {ore{ront o{ -"d-
ical tueatment urlJ ."k,ttilitation {or the
Ji."tl"J comrnunity. As with r,,.rry .,1J".
h.rspital., it spent its {irst I"- d""uJ".
witlout u "k.p"l o. u 

"kupluirrcy 
program.

TLe patients urrJ .tu{l J"p"rJ"J entirely
on visits {rom spiritual l.aJers in t}re
comm,nity, 

"rrJ 
th" orrly plu"" to {inJ a

quiet spot {o. pruy". ,rrrJ -"Jit.ti.,, -,r,
an empty 

"orrr., .,1 tke ca{eteria. Cn
Jarruury B, 1998, tkat cLangeJ .r.ith tk"
JeJication 

"{ th" VT Moran Ckup"l.
The M,-,rans are anotker "ru-pl" o{

great Texas oil-"r, -1-ro k..r" ,roteJ . ,reeJ
in the community anJ met it with Jona-
tions c,{ {urrJs th.t ,ouL" "k.p.l, ,.,"1, .r,



pitJr,'L." Luoo** a*uLg* {oi n aqy rs ,t "

tLq,. su& to corne to terms witL ik k""J
tL"t 1i{e Lu* J"u1t tL**. TLu.* are many
steps to recovering lro.rr u spinal co.J ot
train injury not tLe l"ast oI *hi"k ir "o*-ing Io [enns *ith *l.lat l'u, hupp.n*J unJ

teing prepareJ to Jir"o,r", a new way to
1i.." yo.r. life. Having u "k.p.l at TIRR
Itus p.oriJ"J not only a spot {or p".ror.l
,rr"Jitutiorr, t.rt.lso a sense o{ rro.r,,.l"y
ir, lives tkat h..,. rrrJJ.rrly t"", t .rr.J
,p.iJ" do-rr.

Th" Joo.r to tk. clr.pel, lib" ul1 tk"
Joors at TIRR, op.r, exka wiJe u"J 

"11 
tlr"

{urniture insiJe is -o.,"utl.. Tlris is .
pl.c. tk.rt L.ro*, ho- to accomrrroJate

-k""l"lr.ir "rJ t"J riJJen patients, .rJ
tlr. 

"1r.p.1 
is very accessitl.. T1r" 

"rrly
Jecoration i, tlre chapel is {orrrJ t"kirrJ
tL. poJirr,,, . .roull staineJ gl.ss prrel
witk an irnpressionist J.sigrr.rrJ rlrup". A
srrrall cart i. tlr. L."ln o[ tlr. r,r,rr',, lr.lJ"
hbl"r urrJ otL.r r"ligious materials.
Missing are any skarp angles or tigkt cor-
ners. Sinc" ,oarry oI tke patients in tLe
kospit.rl .re ir, {or an .rt"rrJ"J urrJ tr,-.,l-
tuous stay, R".,"."rrJ Clr.rl"r E. Br.r-n,
interirn Jirector .,I Ck.pl.rit Se.vices,
puts a special .roplr.sis on routine in tLe

"hup"l.n 
Er"ry SrrrJuy a minister o. r.li-

gious l..J"r {r,rrrl tke community is invit-
eJ to conJ,rct a service, urJ rro.lly o

"hoi. 
o. .r, "rrr.-Ll" p"rl.rr- u, -.11.

The silent ..J ,poL"r, worJs in tLis room
.." re-a{{irming {or tLose who visit.
F.orn the quaJriplegic who gives tlr.rrles
tLat toJay h" -o.."J u {irrg"., to tke thera-
pist who gives tLanLs lor every step a
patient taLes, the presence ,r{ tlrir "k.p"l
reminJs ,s ull thut 1i{. Jo". go orr.

A lew Pc[bl8s on lhe Pafi

Cl"tgy Ly th" lrrrrJ."Js visit tLe Texas

M.Jicul Center. Most o{ tLem come witL
u rp""ili" goal in roirrJ, a speci{ic patient
to meet, tut many spenJ countler. uJJi-
tion.l ho.rrs aiJing hospital clr.plains in
visiting tlrose who request in-room visits.

Many Jrive {o. ,ril"s to tenJ to tke neeJs

o{ tlr"i. {l""Lr u"J ul*uyr {""1 r"{."rlr.J
Ly tk. jorrney. TLr" R"r.r.'.J R.A. Etz"l
oversees . ,rr"Jir--riz.J {1o"L i,,
Cerrtervill", T"rur, orki"l, is atc,ut rrriJ*oy
Letwee. Houston anJ Dallas.t" Uroully
th" cL.rrck's ,o"tJ"., go to local Lospi-
tals, tut *L"r, . serious ,reeJ .rises tkey
u." .,lt"r, sent to tlr" Teras M"Jicul
Center. R".,"r"rrJ Etzel not"s: "Hospital

Joctors u.rJ rrrr". Lave a great.rrrJ..-
sta,Ji,g o{ ko- impodant spiritual heal-
ing is to tlre irrjrr"J .rrJ I k..," ul*uyr l"lt
*"1"o-"J anJ appreciat"J ty tk"- urrJ ty
the hospital 

"h.pl.'i'rs 
ur -"11. I Lno* I

"., J.p"rrJ on tke hospit.l 
"kupluirrs 

to t.
th"." I.r. my p.rislrion"r, *1r"r, I cannot
t" ur-rJ that gives great comlort." Most
visiting 

"lr.pluirm 
are aware of th" "k.p"lt

in t1r" M"Jic.l Center .rrJ tk" Institute
{or R"ligior, .rJ H"ultk, t*t k..,. wisiteJ
,rrr1y orr" or two. Tk"y 

"un 
rrrost ,r{te, te

{.,rrrJ i, waiting rooms witk .rr*ious {am-
ily -"rrrt"rr, or in quiet conversion at a
patient's t.JriJ..

Th" iss.r" .r{ etkics is not an casy one

in .,ur J.y ol tecLnologi"ul uJr.rr""r. F.r.
tlris ...s,rrr, "tki"s .rrJ etkicists l-rave

t".oro" partners o{ sort with the n .rry
chaplains ir.r tlre MeJic.l Center. M. D.
ArrJ".r.r. Curr"", Center urJ .,,.rry .r{ tlr.
other kospitalr kur," ethicists o, st.I{
-lros" jot is t. k"lp patie,ts .t J pkysi-
ci.rrs w.igl, tlr" -.rr.1 arrJ spi.itual ,alues

"{ 
1i{" ckurrging Jecisions.

Not all of tlr" lrorpit.ls in tk. T.*,rs
M"Ji""l Center lrurr" "k.p"L ..J pr.y.t
rooms, Lut they ull h".." 

"hupl.irrs 
.rrJ/ot

"k.p1.irrcy 
senices. Hauis County

Psycliatric Center, *hi"h ty its very
natttte cannot have private p.uy". o. ,o.J-
itation roollrsr kas two cl-rupluirrs on st.{{.
Tk"'y corrJuct services in tL" pJlic areas

o{ th. lrospital, urrJ rp"rJ a great d"ul "i
time counselin! patients .rrJ {.rrrily. Th"
Slrrirrers ChilJr"rr'. Hospital is another
tlat Joes not 1'r..." . 

"1rup"1, 
tut tkat ty t o

means is an inJication o{ tlr" 1u"L .r{ spir-
ituality -itlrin its walls. M.,st o{ Slr.ir".r'
patients are seen on an outpatient Lasis,

.rrd thor" tkat J" stay in tLe h.rspit.l .r.
,.rrroroJ.J ty tlr" v.ty essence ol w1r.t
tke Skrirr"rs stanJ {or: k"lp .rrJ h".lirg
without lirrrit.ti.rr.r.

Wlr", t1r" rain tkat L.r.g{"llo* p."-
Ji"t"J lullr i,to tLe lir,"* o{ many, tLey
{i"J k.1p .rrJ c,rrrr{.rrt on tk. {ootp.tl, o{
{"itk "{ tke Gxas M"Ji".l Center.
Wlr"tlr"r it te in tlr. ,k.p" o{ u 

"hup"l, 
u

sil"t t place .r{ p.uy", .rrJ rrr"Jituti.rrr, .rr.
visit {rom th" 

"l".gy, 
tLe necessity o{ spiri-

tLrality in lr""lirrg is 
"lear. 

It is .r, essential
part o{ tLe process o{ lil", .rrJ tLese oases

.rI p"."" pr.,viJe u o,uy {o. patients, I.-ily
urrJ .tul{ o{ t1r" M"Ji"ul Cerrt", to maLe it
.rrr" J.y urrJ or" step at a time. BekinJ
every doctcrr, ,...r", .rrrJ ,r"Ji".l tech,i-
cian are spiritual "Ji{i""r anJ tepresenta-
tives oI p.."", hop", ,e{lectiorr, anJ most

"i "11, 
h""lirrg. I
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