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W{IK: l,et's ita* by talf*i,rg about chq,rges

in ,r,"Jiri,r" orcr lina.

MPK: V"ll, -y li{*.pun co'ers the

d"y" {ro- th" hoit" ur.J tt ggy Joctor to
th" l.,'ieL J"gr"" oI technology o'" [.,ur,"

boday. My g.u,.lJlufh", *u. u Jo.to. and I

roJe in th" Luggy with kim o. horr" 
"r11,iu L1''" "urlv I 900s. [ *uL.h"J th" J*r"l-

opmenI ol unLibioti.=, *hi.h *u. nn" ,r{
tLe most dramatic changes in n,edicine
tLa[ ,ccurred in the late ] alOs und the

early 1 940s. Tke lirst one was t1r" sr1{.
Jrugs. And then, Sir Al"*und"," Fle ming
J"r."lop"J p"tri"il1io, -lri"k *.r ,."J i.

\["JJ \[* II, u',J tlre anttiotic tr".t-
ment {or in{ections expurrJ*J to t" u

malor pa.t o{ -"Ji"i.r" toJuy arrJ suv"J
millions o"J 'o{h"r.r o{ lir,"r. O,," o{ tlr"
ironic things aLout it is that Lere is a

great Jiscovery-tle antitiotics-.rrJ
over time, tacteria 1rr.," J"r"lop"J u

resistance to antitiotics. ArrJ ,rova t1r"y

Lave to trv to [ind new antitiotic. ull or",
a!a i n.

I was at a Jrug store the .,tlrer Juy .rr-rd
th"y sko-"J me a pacleage {or the latest
anLitiotic. T1.,is pu.L.L *u= S75O 1..
.tort . {our t., {i.r" J"y treatrlent. I

th"ught it was mighfu expensive *h"r, I
wcnI ovcr tLcrc to JcI s,rmc pills tLaL cost

ut,,rt S lO to $20 a piece. They puL me in

'r.'y 
plr." riqlrt anay whe,, t[r.y ,ho**d n'"

this pa.ket l",,, S750:
T1r"r" i. .ro t llirrg -k"t *i11 h.pp"n to

tLe expense o{ rrr"di"ul 
"ur", 

*hi"}r 1,u,

irrcr".rs"J Jrarrratic.lly in tke past 75
years, espeeially ;n tL. la=t 25 y.ars. Fu

"*uropl", 
medication urrJ tL" Jiagnostic

tests tkat are so importurrt .rrJ so neces-

sary are "ttr.m"ly expensive urrJ ko.r"
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raised the cost of -"di"ul c.r.. Peopl.
cannot t" J"p.ir"J o{ tk"r. .Jru.r"., itt

-"Ji"ir., .rr"., *1r"t, tkey cannot p.y Io.
th"-. TLir puts pressure on tke cost o[
h"ulth inr.ou.r"", *hi"l, has gon. {rom
$100 ", so a year fo. {.-ili"s, to now, I
just recently saw that h".ltk "r.. *""1J t"
up to $15,00O ayeaxpe. {..rrily, urJ still
not cover.verything.

One reason tLat tkere was not rnucL
,t""J for ins,rance -.rJ th" liL" or.t
L"".rr" it was very li-it"J *k.t p"opl",
e.re.r Lospit.ls .rJ Jo"tors 

"""1J 
Jo. A

Jocto. L.J . "-.ll pL.--a"opo.iu o[

-"Ji"i.r", o- . ,-.ll tit oI surg.ry he

"orlJ Jo, .rJ it *., not very expensive.

A. otstetrici.n, tLe s.me. So, tL" m"Ji".l
tillr -"." not always tLat taJ. TL"r" -.,
mote charity t."urr" -" JiJ .rot huve . lot
o{ 

".p"rri',r" 
tLings tLat "orlJ.o.r ,p .

t emenJous expense tLat the tu*p.ye. JiJ
not want to pay for in cLarity. A11 th"y h"J
to pay {or was a Joctor's o{{i"" ...J t}r"
Joctors JiJ " lot o{ cLarityvlo.L. Tlr"y
still Jo, Lut not liL" tlr"y rr"J to. Mury
Joctors spent at least one Juy , or."L
Joing cLarity. I L.,o- I have spent many,

.rr.rry J.y, Joing charity *ot {o. no pay

wLatsoever .rrJ a lot o{ p"opl" spent a lot
more time tL".' I JiJ. A.rJ yo, h.J u ""r-
tain nuJer o{ patients that came th.orgL
yor. offi"". Yorl L.r"* tLey were cLarity.
Y"r. JIJ not even LotL"r them. Yo., *orld
save money ty not s".rJirrg bills. You just

tooL care o{ tk"..r.
\[" .,'uJ. Lorr" 

".11". 
Now, we ,.-rJ p"o-

ple to the kospital or to some emergency

.oo- ,o..'"or1r".". It -oJJ t" u lot 
"h"up",

if *" "orlJ Jo Lorr" 
".11s, 

tut tLat is a
thirg 

"{ 
the past. One reason lrorr" 

".11,
are not ,o ,.."""rr{rrl is t"cu,,rs" *" ,l*uy,
want to Jo ,or.'. o{ tL.r. 

"luLorute, 
expen-

sive tests on a patient. \7e quit J"i.rg g""J
plysi".l Jiagnosis, taLing gooJ lristories.
\7" 

"orrlJ 
l.rrr, ,o -""L ty taLi.rg u good

hi"tory anJ Joing a gooJ plryric.l exami-
nation, u.rJ or" k.J to J.p"rJ on those

things. Now that we Jo ,rot have to J"p".rJ
on thos. tLings, -" [r-r." let them rliJ". \7"
skort cut it tecause *" Lno* an MR[,
wlricL costs $2,OOO "r $3,000 rr"yb"
anJ . tuip to tLe kospital, *ill giv. you a

lot more in{ormation tLa, you get lrom a

lrirtory..rJ pLyri"ul. So, tkat runs ,,p tke
cost o{ *"di"ir" .rJ it ir getting rnore
expensive ull tk" ti-". TL.y ur" J".,"lop-
ing equipment tkat is extrernely ea?en-
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sivg-66sfs in tke million. o[ Jo11..r. ArJ
-1r", th"y t""o-" urruil.tle, everyone is

going to J"-.rJ it regarJless o{ what
tLeir financial status is .rJ I guess they
p'ot.Lly -.yt" hurr" a rigkt to it, tut
someone Las got to pay for it.

Another .J..r.r"" in meJi-
cine was tL. J".,"1opr,'"ttt o{
th" r.Jioirotop.s. At tLe enJ

"[ V".lJ \7.r II, I returneJ to
the M.yo Cli"i" urrJ th"y [ruJ
just introJuceJ th" ,t. o{

.uJioioJi.r" {or treatment anJ
Jiag"osis i., tLy."iJ Jir"ur".
Thir *.. tlt. {irst raJioactive
isotope to t. rs"J in ..reJicine.

\7e were expetimenting witL it
at tLe Mayo Cli"i" *h".r I

".*" t1"." u.rJ *u, assigrreJ

to tLat Jeparbment. I tooL part
in a lot o{ th" "r.ly ,"r".r"h i,
it. \[e useJ o.rrr"l'u", ., ,r-t-
jects, not Lnowing the amount
of r.Jiutio, thut *orrlJ t.
hur-ful. I Jo "ot L.ro* *L.t
hupp"r"J to tLe otlers doing
tlr. r"s".."h, Lut it JeshoyeJ my
thyr"iJ ..rJ I h..." huJ to t.L"
thy.";J r,,"Ji"i.r" the rest o{ my
li{". A"J I u- p'"tubly l""ty
that I J;J not get tky,roiJ cancer,

economy and dif{erent manu{acturing and
..r.ry other things.

\7h"" I was young urJ 
"urly 

in my prac-
tice, cancer, or"" Ji.gror"d, *., 

"o.rriJ-.r.J .,irto.lly i.r"rr.tl". I{ tL.y 
"""1J

rernove it surgically, tlrat corlJ t" Jo.r..
By tlre 1.t. 1940, o, ".rly 1950", tkey
were usingl ..Jir..r inserts for treatment o{
cancer, 

"rp."i.lly ".r".. o{ t}r....,ri*, ..rJ
th.y [r"J sorne success witl that treatment
.rrJ r-.uy treatments. Tlrir *." th. Legin-
ning oI various Li.rJr "{ ruJi.tior.

\7k".r I got to Housto.r i., 1949, *re

""t"lt-60 ,r.."ki.r. was teing trilt u"J
i"stalleJ at M. D. A.'J".ro. Hospital. I
t"li"r" that was the lir=t o.r" i, tk. *o.lJ.
ArrJ 

"irrce 
tLat tirne, numerous ..Ji.Uo.t

tLerapies tur"J on isotopes ur" *iJ"rpr".J
in use toJay.

VL.. I joi.'.J th" "t"l[ "{ th. M. D.
ArJ..ro, Hospital in L949, tLere was no
specialty Lro*, as oncology. It *." o.rly .
f"- y"... later tLat tLer. -.re p.opl. *lro
.p""i.liz"J entirely in cancer. E',,.., tLo..gt
there were cancer kospit.lr, tk.r" was no
one tLat h"J t""., traineJ speci{i.ally in

oncology or th" *ho1" 
"li.ri"ul

treatment/spe.iulty o{ ".n"".
Jiagnosis anJ heatment. As a

matter o[ {."t, t}rere were not
any treatments {or it .*cept {ot
those I merrtioneJ t"{or"-
early surgery..rJ.o-...Jiu-
tion. Most cancers -" {or.rJ,
internal cancers, *.." .t.uJy
irrop...Ll" or[r"., *" {or.rJ
them. \7e JiJ .'"t tell patients
th"y L"J "..".. L."rrr"" *"
Lo"o, tkey were going to Jie.

\7" -rJ" ro-" Li.rJ of 1u-.
excuses for Jiagnosis. But I
thinL most patients ,".lir"J
th"y huJ 

"un"", 
.rJ JiJ .r"t

p.,rL tlr" sJj.ct o{ th" diugro-
sis.

I mentioneJ or.cology anJ I
am tLinLing atout chemother-
upy. Th" earliest 

"LemotLerapy
tegan in the 1940s, late

1940" o. 
"u.ly 

.I950s. 
lt start-

"J 
*L".' tkey {orrrJ that nitro-

Cobalt-60 irradiator.

Courlesy McGovern

Histrcricol Colleaions,

Housicn Acodemy of

Medicine-Texos Medicol

Center librory

L"".rr.. r*-11 amount ol,Jiutio., 
".r,

l"uJ to thy."iJ cancer. Since tLen, tkere
.." lit...lly h.r.rJr"dr oI Jifferent tr..t-
ments witL isotopes u.rJ lit".ully hrrd."J.
of tests usin! isotoper, ut J tL.y u.. rr"J
wiJely i.r."r".."L ..,J *"Ji.i.r". O{
course, tkey ar. ,t.J ull or,". th" *Lo1"

gen mustarJ Jr"gr lr"J an anti-carcinoma

"{1""t 
u.rJ th" Ii"lJ }r.r 

",.p..'J"J 
to-

that. There .." lit.-ully hr,J."Jr o{ r"*
cancer Jrugs. Sorn" o{ th".o hurr" L"".,
extracteJ fiom plants. Muny o{ them L.rre
teen sy.rtLesizeJ.



Tlr" M. D. ArrJ".so., C..c"r Hospital,

-lri"h *ur in temporary quarters *L", I
ur.i.,"J in Houstirn, was on BalJ-in Str."t
at "tlr" Oales," th" "lJ BuL". r"siJ"..".. Dr.
R. L"" Clu.L was the newly appointeJ
Jirector o{ t}re hospital. Sin"" tk.rr, tlr.y
l'.r" t..ilt a I'ospital i.r tlr" M"Ji".l
Center orlri"h ir toJay, I t"li.r", tLe largest

cancer Lospitul i'' tL. -"rlJ riglrt Lrere i.t
Houston, along witL t}r" M"Jicul Center,

*lri"k ir .lso ,uiJ to Le the largest meJical
center in th" *orlJ.

AnotLer important uJlrurr"" orhi"l, ir ro
Jrarnatic is the use o{ lrorr,,or"r, 

"sp""iul-
ly treatrnent witl, th. 

"orticoaJrenal 
hor-

*o.", .J..r.l st.roiJ lrorrnor", cortisone.
Tkis *ur orr" o{ t}r" rnajor aJvances in

-"Ji"irr". I L.'ow tLat Dr. Pl'ilip H.nch "t
the Mayo Clinic lirst gave cortisone to
patients with rLeumatoiJ .rtkritis anJ
tL.y lruJ .".r'r..LuLl" improvernent. But
tL.y {orrrJ out the siJe el{ects {.or,, large

Jor", o{ cortisone -"r" k..-{ol. Brt
rn"urr-kil", tlrr"rgL the years, th"y J".."1-
op.J .rr.ny corticosteroiJ Jrugs -kiclr,
-L.r, p.op.rly r..J, h..,. Leen a great

.Jr.r"" ir r,,.Jicirr". A,J otLer Jrugs

h..," t.., J".,.lop.J tLat are o{ u ,i-il.,
natur. {o, keatrnent o[ ..tlrritir urJ rlr.rry
Jir"ur.r.

VHK' Vh"t lo you th;"k about tLe ten-

Jnnry to*arls increasel specializolion in meli-
cine as oytposel to tl"n f"*ilg practitioner?

MPK: Th" L.r"*1"Jg" o{ rr'.Ji"ir" hu,

"*purrJ"J 
to sucL Jegree that no Joctor

".., L" u Renaissance Man, so to speaL,

,rJ L..o-.11 tlr".. is to Lnow utort -"Ji-
cine. T1r" ,.rrlt lr.. teen specialization.
TL"." lrus L"".r sp"ci.lization for a long
time tut even those ,p""iulists lr.J to lru.,.
general haining. But now, -"Ji"irr" ,"pr"-
sents s,rcl, a vast {ielJ of Lrro-l"Jg" t[t.t
Joctors 1r..,. to JiviJe tlreir interests.

There is still . p1."" {or t}re general prac-
titioner -ho "un 

taLe care o{ th" r,.r,ul
events, lr"ultlt .rrents, that people lru.r", ,rJ

"r.r..{"- them to proper specialirt, -lr"rt
the tirne comes to Jo so.

\[h"" th" specialists/ starting in tLe
1950s 

"nd, 
1960r, starteJ taLing over

-"Ji"i.r", tke general practitioners {ell
*uy t"lrinJ u.rJ th"i. status was J""lini.rg.
Now, we lrave tegun to realize the impor-
tance o{ Laving tLe people *ho Jo general

practice, -Li"l, toJ.y is Ji{ferent [.or'
general practice 100 years ago or even 75
years ago. Bu"L th"r, a general practition-

er trieJ t" J" 
"11 

LirrJr "f surgery; I". g"11-

LluJJ".r, upp".rJir, thyroiJ *hil" .Lo
J.li.,.rirrg L.ti"r urrJ doing general

otstetrics, anJ Leing u pry"hiut.ist urJ 
"11.

T"J"y, tl'.y 
"u11 

thir {o.", o{ -"Ji"ir" p.i-
mary care. AlrJ th"r" Joctors Joing pri-
mary care ,rrully Jo ,ot Jo .ry surElery

erc"pt {or tke ..ery most rninor things .nJ
seeing tLeir patients.

\7h", I starteJ in practice, I JiJ pr"cti-

"rlly "rr".ytLing 
in rneJicine except major

surgery *k1" I was in tke Air Force up at
the Aleutia.' Isl.s Juring \7"rlJ \7u. II.
Tk"r" *"r" not any wornen tk"." s" I JiJ
,ot J"lirr", .rry t.ti"r.

Now, tLe Lo.rJ o[ certilication is

.notL"r uJrur"". \flr." I {irst g.aduateJ

{.o..r -.Ji"rl ,"1roo1, tLere were ,ro tou.J,
{or certi{icatior. ArrJ rro*, protutly r"r-

"rr1 
Jor"r, tou.Jr certifu physicirrs {o.

Jii{".""t specialti"s' internal .rr"Ji"ir", ull
tlr" Lr,rrrclr", o{ i.rt..rul -"Ji"irr. utrJ th"
,.rtrp"ciulti"r. T[r. ,u.r'r" is true {or sur-
gery, neurology, unJ pry"l,iut y. AnJ this
k., t..., a great 1r.lp {". -"Ji"i.r" L""u.,r"
*" k..,. .uis"J t[r" st.rJ.rJs o{ practic. Ly

k...irrg t['"s" Lo.rJr, wlricL ce*ifu Joctors
t" L" qr"lili"J.

VHK: Could y"u comment " lialn obout

"po"n 
*nt"inn? Vn horn gonn fro* thn hor"n

onJ buggy to Leing obln b horn *nJi"irn t'o,
astronauts in space.

MPK: \7he, th.y {irst starteJ {lying
airplanes, *" ,".lir"J tkat tke kr-r,
toJy *rr sutject to rnany clranges lrom
gravity, low oxygen "t higL .ltitoJ"r, "..,
,ror", unJ tluoat sympto-t {.o- 1o-
atmosplreric pressure. TL" sp""iulty J".,"1-
op"J. It was {irst calleJ aviatio.r rn"Ji"irr".
Now, we 1r.rr" tL. space proElram ..rJ th"."
are rnany Ji{{"r.r.t ckalleng.s {o, p"opl"
*1ro hur,"l in space .rrJ tlt" whole system
h., .ro* t""r, 

".11.J 
,pu"" -"di"irr". AnJ

or" o{ th" rnost important things is tLe

"f{"ct "{ th" lorr oI gravity, *ki"}t Lu.

"urr"J 
irrrr-"rutl" chrrrg"s in tLe hrrnu,

pLysiology. Tlr" .p."" proElram is limit.J,
o{ 

"or.s", 
to very {ew Joctors Lecause tlre

space program is sucl, an expensive pro-
gram with o.rly u {"* ,p."" ,kip. in action
.ll o..", th" *o.lJ. However, u lot o{ Joc-
tors want to get into it Lut tkere is just not
,oo- {o, -...y of tk"-. T}r"r" are a lot o{
.J.,..r"", tkat lrave to te carieJ out in
,pu"" -"Ji"ir" urrJ th. {rrture o{ sp.c.
,o"Ji"i.r", th" futor" ol ,p."" tru.,"l .rJ
u11, is y"t to Le Jetermin"J.

VHK: DiJ you th;"L;" the lQ40s anl
earlg 1Q5Os tlcat a cure *oulJ Ln fourl fo,
cancer witlcin, 

"oy, 
o ln"oln o, ,o, n"pn"iolly

"ftnt 
M. D. Anln ron opnnnl?

MPK' \7"11, p"opl" hu,r" ul-uy, searcheJ
{o. . ".... {o, ".r".r. At {irst, the iJea was

tLat tLere *orlJ t. one cure thrt *orlJ L"
{oot J .rrJ, as time went on, *" Ioo.rJ ort
tLat tLere are many Ji[{"r"rt types o{ can-
cer/ many Jiff"."nt ".rr", o{ cancerf so

tLis Lusiness "{ ii.rJirg one cure {o. ".r-
"". hu, teen relegateJ t" tlr" trasL pile. \7e
now are trying to {inJ 

"n."r 
{o. tL" ,".,"rul

h"nJ."J Jil{"."trt cancers or varieties o{
cancer. Tke heatment {o, orr" is totally
Ji{["r".rt than tke treatment [o. uroth"r.
So, tke constant .".."k Io, curing cancet
goes in malryr many lirr"t-1r.rrJr"Jr o{
Jil{"...rt lines. Hernatology-Jiseases oI
t[r. Ll""J. Neurology-"u.r"". o[ tk"
t.ui.. C.r".. o{ t}re gastrointestinal tract.
Tk"r" 

"11 
L.r" Ji{{"..nt causes.

\[" ulso ]rur" . lot more interest in pre-
venting c.rrc"r toJ.y. W" Lrro*, {o. ""r--
p1", .1ot .Lort tlre 

"urr", 
o{ cancer. \7e

Lnow tkat rnany environmenbl {actors are

causing cancer. At one time, we JiJ rr"t
lr..r" ..ry iJea aLout tLe cause o{ 

"..r""..
\7e just ruiJ, th" 

"u.rr" 
o{ cancer is

,rLro*.r, urJ ro one even expecteJ to
{i.rJ . ".rr" {o, 

"un"", 
or causes [o. "ur-

"., liL" *" IorrJ toJay. \7e continue to
Jir"o',,". Jrugs anJ h"titr 

".rd 
{ooJr u.rJ

other things that in{luenc. tL. J".,"lop-
,ner.t o{ cancer or erren tL. "r." o{ 

".rr"".
or tke prevention oI 

"urr"".. 
It k.s op.rr"J

,p a wiJe {i"lJ "f r"r"u."L, 
" ".iJ. 

{i"lJ "{
treatment tLat I tLinl no one ever sus-

p"ct"J -h.n I c.m. to Houston in 7949.

VHK Vhat oLout 
"o*n 

of thnrn trnorn,
tl,rat seem to be ne* t"n*n" l;Ln AIDS o,
tlri"sr liLn this SARS uirus?

MPK' \7" ku.," Jir"o.."."J r."* Ji."ur"r.
Th"." h"J teen a time *h".r ,r-".or.
ti.tl, Je{"cts, lr"r"Jitury Jir".."., *"r" .ll
lr-p"J togetker. \7e tegan to L."uL Jo*o

""J [inJ out tLese Jor"rrc oI Ji{{"r"nt Jir-
eases-many oI th"- genetic in origin
urJ lt.."Jitrry-are Jue to rnutations in
tk" li.r.. \[" ulso hr.," ,r.- Jir"ur", Iro-
in{ecfious origin that *" JiJ .rot L..,"
t"fo... Fo, 

"ru-ple, 
AIDS-Acqui.eJ

I--r.roJ"{i"iency SynJrome. I can
,"-"*t". -h".r th" fitst one o{ th"r" Jir-
eases was pointeJ out anJ at tLat time, we

Continuel on page 55

\Xw L'T*rz*trrn keui*'x-rt*wnt 2, xrru" 1 ztad* 4'.4



tlrought that this was u li.rrit"J .r-L". o{

"ur"r. 
T1r"r" are some o[ t]ro." {irst AIDS

Jir"ur", tlat were not relateJ to the AIDS
,rirrs, arJ we tlrougLt tL.t was all we

*""1J {i"J. But we lrrJ Jir"o.,"r"J *hut
AIDS was. ArJ th".r, ull "{ u ,rJJ"r, -.
tegan to see it sprealing urornJ urrJ *"
{ounJ ort t}rat it is .lso teirrg 

"urr"J 
ty .

.rirrr, .rrJ tLis starteJ to o.r..-h.lro rr.
t""urrr" a virus in{ection, the HIV virus,
stadeJ rp."rJirrg u.rJ *" starteJ learning
more Jout it.

It."ully orr".*h"l-"J th" -"Ji"ul sys-

tem. It is still or".*helming it. Tkere are

..rillions o{ p"opl" with it. \7e still L.v.
not {ourrJ. 

"rr" 
{o. iL The virus appar-

ently .lt.rs itsel{ 
"r.d 

ir .."ry hurJ to con-
t ol..rJ, as everyone Lno*r, there .re c.r-
tain parts o[ tlr" *o.lJ-A{.ica anJ Asir,
[o. "r.rrrp1.--1r"r" r.rillior* o{ p"opl"
are now ill 

".itlr 
AIDS. AttJ i" tlis c.rn-

try, we have treatments that reJuce the
seriousness o[ tL" Jir".r. ..rd l.t p"opl"
live a 1ot longer anJ p."t"Lly..ot spreaJ

th" Jir"ur" ., -rr"L. A.rJ 
",. 

lrave, to some
Jegree, some control "{ AIDS i, thit
country.

For tlre -orlJ i, general, it is still a

runaway situation. So-" p"opl" tLirrL tL"t
AIDS came utorrt *h"r, ,orn" p.opl" *"."
.*por"J Ly rorn" way to a virus tLat
irr.rol.r"J apes or -ot"y, or something
that got into man. OtL", p"opl" t"Ii".,"
,rJ I t.li..,. tkat AIDS is an ancient Jis-

"rr" o{ Lrr.....r. I tLirk it hu, oc"rrr."J
."p"ut"Jly in the history oI th" -orlJ.
\7h"., yo, stuJy the Ji{["r"rrt epiJemics in
th" *orlJ, ,o-" o{ tk".., fit v.ry well with
AIDS. Tk"t, tlr"y *""1J {ir'"11y run their
course. L"t's kop" tLat tLat *ill t" *h"t
*ill h"pp"" $,ith AIDS. At least, i{ we

cannot [i.rJ , 
"rr" 

for it, we lr.J Lefter

3f.:1" 
it is a virus tlat will run its

WHK, In you, long career, is there something

that y"" fi"J "ow, 
as aou looL b""L, th"t

*oybn *o" the biggest surprise to you in met-
cine?

MPK: I h..," L"", 
"sL.J 

thrt question
t"[o." i, Jif["re..t ways. I cannot answer it
L""ur." I cannot say one tLing tLat is
rnore Jramatic than otLers. I thirrk p.oLu-

bly th" thing tLat L'.r L"", tLe rnost Jra-
matic {or saving lives is tLe .Jvent o[ tLe
antiLiotics.

Another great tLing that Las lrrpp"r"J
is ..uscrlr. surgery. I 

"u.t 
."-"-ber that

Juring my -"Ji"ul eJucation, 
"sp""iully 

in
surgery, tL. p.ol"ssort *orlJ tulL aLout
things tkat -" "orlJ ,r".r". Jo anything
,Loot. Ar.J or" oI th"rn vras the herrt.
Th"y suiJ, "N"t"Jy is ever going to te
,L1" to operate on tke heart. It is in con-
stant motion .nJ yorl cannot J" ury'thi.rg
aLout it." Tk"y -"." curing stat -orrrJs iI
it was not too t.J 

".rJ 
it JIJ not Lave too

-r"1, tlooJ los u,d sLocL. Surgeons,

many times, *orld go in .t J sew up st.t
-or.J, -kil" th" heart was pulsating. As a

matter o{ I."t, I saw D.. Altert Singleton
J" tL"t in Galvestor.Lil. I *r, u -"Ji"ul
stuJent. P"opl" tlr""ght tLat woulJ Le t['e
li-it "{ Leart surgery. But we ull Lr"-
what has lrupp.r"J since tken. \7. lru.,"
t"", Jl" to lrarr. arti{icial circulation anJ
also tring tLe lreart to a stop .nd Jo ,r.-
gery on it and repair arteries or even

repair the -rr"r1., structure o. r,rl',r"
p.otl"rnr, urd 1rr.," tle Leart teating
again, restore tke circulatio.r. Th"." h..,"
L""n lit"r.lly n illio.ts o{ p"opl. operateJ
on. \7h".r I was in r,,"Ji"ul ."hool, tkit
*rs sriJ to Le irnpossiLl.. L"ro"rrt",
some Joctor saying we L.J r"r"h"J tL"
li-it "[ -lrat we 

"orlJ 
Jo in surgery. Tlris

L.s t*..J out to te totally untrue. \7e
ln."p J".,"loping tLings "u.ry Juy tLat we

corrlJ rot Jo t"{o.". I arn not a surgeon,

,rd tlri.rgr lru.," .Jru.r""J so mrcl, that I
am not r"ry -"11 qr"lifi"J to tell you
mucL atout it.

N"- t"chrology Las also Lrougkt many
cLanges. Now they are Joing virfual sur-
gery tkey 

"ull 
it. Th"y are doing remote

surElery. TL"y u." manipulating a view they
hr.r" o. a screen to operate on the patient.
ArJ th"y are not even at tLe patient's teJ.
A rotot is doing tLe surgery, in a sense

tLat tLey u." 
"ont 

olli.rg it with th" krrJs
o.r . p..r"l or sometking liLe . computer
p.rr"l .rrJ Joing surgery. Apprr"ntly, some

surgery Jorr" tL.t way is a lot rlro." "{I""-
tive tecause they operate using small inci-
sions, so there is 1".r -o.LiJity .rJ 1"r,
time {or recovery.

VHK' Ho* ho" *nlical elucation

"lrongnl?
MPK: \7"11, I .* not in touclr with

-"Ji"ul r"hooL lib" I rl'o"lJ t", Lrt ".rli-
er I was mentioning pLysic.l di.g.rosis a.rJ
Joing a ".*"ful examination. In rrr"Jicrl
,"hool, tlrey teacL it tut tLey Jo not h.',r"
u.ty p.o{.rro.s tLat can sLow tlrem Low to
Jo iL AnJ now, tL.y are using actors. I Jo
not Lnow -L"tL", you saw tLat recently.
Th"y hi.. actors to go in {ot ...eJicul stu-
Jents to exarnine insteal of having acfual
patients witL Jisease or going in witL a

physician -ko cur.ies tke m"Jic.l stuJent
Jo",o tL" *urJ..rJ picLs out patients.
A.rJ -" are Joing it on mannequins o{
dif{"."nt {o.-, ..rJ J" ull Li"Jr o{ ""u*i-
nations on tLem, J" 

"11 
Li.rJ. o{ heat-

ments on them. LiLe, tlrey t".cL people

how to Jo emergency CPR.
All thuL i, .o *r.1, more expensive.

I -.s tolJ tkat it costs $200,000 , y"r.
per stuJent i.. -.Jic.l .clrool ut Th"
University o{ T"*u, at Galveston. \7hen
we were in -"dicul ,"hool, I krr"* I JIJ
,o-. ,.r".r"k on it-the trJg"t {o. t}r.

-.Ji".l r"1roo1 in Gal.,estorr-Juring tke
J"pths "[ tlre Depression, Juring one year

*k".r I w.s tLe.e, -m u li$I" over one-
1r"1{ r-'illi"r, Jollr.r. I mean, $5OO,OOO
or so was the appropriation [rorn tLe state
to run the -"Ji"ul r"Loolr. Now, they are

.rLi"g {o. bllli""r "{ J"11u.r. You can see

wlr.t kas hrpp".r"J. It is just .tsolrt"ly
-i.rJ t"gglirg to see the trernenJous
changes tkat are t.Lirrg place. I

Dr. Kelsey relired from his medkol proctice in 1 986 ot oge

seventy-three. He hod procticed medicine for fifty yeon ond

co{ounded Houstont first muhispeciolty dinic, the l(elsey-

Seybold Clinic. He once told me lhot he felt thot the yeors of

his proclice hod oho been the "golden oge" of medicine. lt

hod been o lime of greot odvonce in medicol science ond

oho o time when docton could $ill d0 their "doctoring"

bosed upon their polienh'needs. Medicine hos chonged

greotly since Dr. Kelsey first rode with his grondfotlrer to

moke house colh. Todoy, with so much emphosis on technol-

ogy ond 0n the "busines" of medicine, perhops it is useful

to recoll lfie words of the fomed medicol educotor, Sir

Williom 0sler: "The proctke of medidne colh equolly for the

exercise 0f the heort ond tlre heod."

-l'h""1l,r,slrxr 
li,.'icr.'-r.,1ru,r".2, rxr. I 1u{c 5i


