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By Roger Widmeyer

In 1948, the Young M.n's Christian
Association (YMCA) *.t {ri.ly -"11

"rtaLli"h.J 
tkoughout tLe Unit.J Stute".

Most large nortl'ern citi"s typic"lly hal
,".,"r.1 L..rr"h", "f th" "Y" *ith tl*uyt ut

least one t...t"L iust {ot A[.i"..t-
Ametican -.-L".r.
I hat same year,

Quentin R. Mease, a

young graluate o{
tke Universif o[
Io*u, h.J L""o-.
active in th" YMCA
.rJ th" National
Association {ot tk"

AJvancement o{ Color"J P"opl"
(NAACP), u flor.irhi.tg or5lanization

"on""..r"J 
*itk legul rigLts {or the

Negro. M"ur" {orrrrJ h-it"J opporluni-
ties while in Iowa, ..rJ lo-tg"J {o, u tig
crty, at least larger tlr., lrit korn"tow, of
Des Moines. Hoping {or greater 

"kurr"",
to tr".L th" 

"o1o. 
turri"., h" 

"kot"
Chicago as his Jestination.'

Arriving -ith a mast.r's Jegree in
so"i.l *orL i.. L.rrJ, h" *., ,oo., ".ru*-
or"J Ly big "ity 

li{e. "Chicago was a won-
J"tful city," Mease remini"""r, "liL" N"*
Yort, trt without tke congestion."

Mease's interest in tke YMCA-arJ
tL" lrtrg Lor., h" put in-was q"i"tly
noticeJ. It was not lo.g t"{o." hu oru.

contacteJ about kelping tL" Y *itl' t"ilJ-
ing campaigns in cities across the United
Stut"s. Los Angeles, Detroit, Louisvill.,
anJ Houston were cities *h"r" M".s"',
rklL 

"""1J 
t" otilir"J, Y aJminiskators

t"li"rr"J. A1l b"t Houston huJ {uirly tr"-

""rrful 
N"gro L...r"hes. In Houston, tLe

Y in tLe soutL-central patt oi the city met
in renteJ spaces. Hoping that Mease

-ight b" Jl" to Lrelp th"- 
"t1,u.tJ 

..rJ
r"hJifu theit services, the Houston
YMCA ptiJ {o. Mease to {ly Jo*.t u.J

r

i

i
:
j

:

i

tuL" . looL. TL.y liL"J *hut L" h.J t"
o[f"a u.rJ ,lro.tly .1t"4 Meus" accepteJ

tkis .r.w .Lull.rg".
Quentin Mease spent the next [ift""r,

years in Houston b..ilJittg tLe Soutk

Cenk.l YMCA into a successful tr".t"L.
By th. ea'ly l96Os, th" Y h"J t""o-" ..t
important pa* oI Houston. Tlr" .t"* {-"il-
ity was guite large, witlr meeting rooms

thut 
"orrld 

.ccornmoJate siz".tl" "o.tf"r-
".r"", 

.rrJ rneetin$s. It was tke most uti-
liz"J LrilJirrg in the city lor Houston's

Negro tusinessrnen. Most importantly, the

Y hort"J regular meetings that wete inter-
r.cial, attenJ"J Ly -u.ry o{ Houstorr's

tusiness l.rJ"., {ro- t"th races. Houston,

.{t". .ll, LuJ ul-uyt L"", u .ity of 
"o..,-

merce/ an entrepreneurial city, .nJ no

,.rrr.y trri.r.rs person *orlJ l.t color get

in tLe way. Th. trri.t"st people Mease tret
at the Y meetin;ls *orlJ pluy a ctitical role

in his coming involvement in the creation

o{ tk. Hu..i, County Hospital District.
Vlr"n he {irst came to Houston in

1Q48, segregation was ewiJent i, b"ilJ-
ings tkougkout the city, t,u.L.J ty "otr-
-o, "Color"J O.rly" signs. Houston's

orly prtli" hospital ulro tor" tlr" t.t.'J
o{ th. p"r.,.sive tacism o{ soutkern cities.

N.-"J .ft", th" p-"siJ"nt o{ th"
Co.{"d".."y, the origin.l Jeffersot Da..is

Hospital *u, u 150-t"J {u"ility, op"."J
in 7924 on ElJ". Skeet, just a few

tlo"Lr ro'th*"st o{ Jowrrtow.t. It q"i"Lly
t"".-. ,"rr"t"ly or."r"ro-J"J .rJ i.
7936, tL..r"* l"l{"rro, Davis Hospital,
u 500-teJ fucility, op"tt"J o, All",
P*t-.y. TLe location was not particular-
ly convenient {ot tL" inJigent popol.tio.,

"{ 
th. Fi{th \7.rJ "rJ E.st E"J, nor was

it convenient {o. th" Joctors and r.si-
J"rts o{ Houston's ,."* -"Ji"rl ,"lrool,
B.ylo, University S"kool o[ M"Ji"itt",

-hi"L *u, loc.t"J at tLe enJ o[ F.'rrri,

Street, {i*," -i1", so,rth o{ Jownto*n.
As Me.se t"".-" increasingly

in'ol.r"J in civic .{{uirr, tlr" ,e"J {o.
L"tt". h"-lth 

"u." 
[o. Houston's inJigent

population L""u*" eviJent. To meet

increasing patient J"-..rJ", . ,""o.rd
puLlic hospitul op"rr"J in the Texas

M"Ji"ul Center in1-963. B"t T.J
G".r"-ul Hospital -.. ,.-.J .1t", th"
J"Ji".teJ chai.-un ol tke governing

tou.J oI )"{{ D""is Hospital. In the

"u.ly 
1960r, Houston's prtrli" hotpit"l.

urJ tL" J"li,r".y "{ 
}t""ltl, care to t}re

city's neeJy citizens tegan to 
"orn" 

,roJ".
intense scrutiny. News stories Legan

appearin! aLort overcro*Ji.rg ut tk"
hospital. J.n Je Hartog, a Dutch ,to.r"lirt
,.riJi.rg in Houston, wrole Tlte Hospiful,

. tooL trr"J ,po, tLe experienc.s he

u.rJ Lir *i{" L"J *kil" lrolrrttt"eringl at

]"fl D..ris Hospital. Th" t""t't portr.yal
o{ u horpitul tlat was o.r.."ro*J"J,
,rrJ"rst.{{.J, u.rJ .,..ry rr.rr.{", cte.teJ a

sensation.
Tke city-county "parbnership" i., put-

1i. l'".lth L.J ,ot oro'L"J. Neither tLe city
,o, tke county kuJ .r". wa.tt.J to t.come
irr.rol.,"J in inJigent h".ltl, 

"u.". 
TL"."

v/as a poor plan to utilize tax Joll.rt, .rJ
{or y".r. tLere w.te {"* p.opl" in the city

-illi"g to serve on tke hospitul't Lo.tJ.
Tk" T""u, State Legi"lature L.J

.t"uJy purr"J u la*.llowirg any o{

Texas' counties to create u ho"pit-l Ji.t i"t
tou.J oI manaElers .rJ to set a tax rate to

support u pJli" Lospital. Tkir ""JJ t"
Jorr. ty tke voters 

"itrply 
passing ...{..-

"nJ,,',,, 
L"tLy 1964,."{.rerJr-, to

"stuLli.l, 
u .,ri{i"J hospital Jirt i"t i.'

Harris County lruJ t.".t J"[""t"J ty t['"
,roters {our times. For tk" {ifth tty-i.
Nor"-ter 196 5 -it*orrlJ t" necessary

to have virtually everyone witL any LinJ
o{ politi".l -,rr"l" in the city t.hi"J tL"
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"{{ort. 
T1r" ,r.- 

"huir,,,u., 
oI th" Hu.ris

County R"prtli".r, Party George H. \(
B.rrh, huppily po..J {o. . ,"-rp.p". pho-
tographer as he JepositeJ lrir t"11"t .rp-
porting tLe lrospital Jirt.i"t creation into
tl'" t"11"t to*. Th" r"{"r"rrJrro purr"J,
t...1y.

Now, the Harris County
Commissioners Court o,orlJ .r""J to
appoint an inaugural to..J lot tke ne-
Harris County Hospital District. A ."1""-
tion corrrrnitte. w.s lirst appointeJ to
iJenfifu canJiJates. L"o, Ju*orsli, *ho
[r"J 

"lr"ir"J 
tLe committee t]rat supporteJ

tlr. ,"{"."rrJo-, urrJ ]"" AllL.itt"", "lr.i.-r,,., o{ tlr" B.ylo. to.rJ, 
"orrrirr""J

Quentin Mease to .11o* tlr"r.r to put Lis
,rurr." t"{or" Cornrrrissioners Court.

M"u." JiJ '.ot liLe tlre iJea o{ an
appointeJ tourJ u.rd shongly suggesteJ

that tLe Legislature permit .n election oI
kospit.l Jirtri"t to'.J -"-1".s. H" {.1t
tLere was too mucL "{ " p"sritility th"t
tk" rrr"mtets -orlJ t""or,," politi".rl
appointees, insteal o{ citizens "l""t"J ty
tL" p"opl" tk"y -o.rlJ ,"r.r"--o"1, li1n.

tLe irJ"penJ"rt ,"hool Jirt i"t tou.J..
A {.- Juys 1ater, as Mease was leaving

a meeting at the t h" vru, ,r--orr"J t., t
.r"urty t"l"phone. It -as the Houston

Ck onicln s".Lirg 1ri, ."rponr" to Leing

,r.urrr"J to tLe Harris County Hospital
Distuict Bo..J o{ Managers. T1r" turrr".
lr".Jli.r" in tLat evening's pup", ,"uJ,
'Court Names B1o" Ritb"tt Purr"l Io, th"
Fir.t B.,"rJ." At J it *ur u tourJ *ith
irnpressive creJenti.ls.

O.r Nor"-t"r 25, 1965, in a con-
{".".r"" room at B"r, Turt Hospit.1, t}r"
t"urJ l,"lJ its {irst putlic rneeting. T}re

-"-t"r, in"loJ"J G"."lJ Hines, a real
.st.te Jevelop"r; Daniel C. Art'rolJ, s"rr-
ior partner at Vinson, ElLi.rt, \Teerrrs E
S".r1, 1.- Iir-; Au.o, F..I.l, an inter-
national {irru.r"i", anJ investor; Rotert
Gillette, an attorney {or Hor,,tl" Oil
Co.; \7ini{r.J W.11u"", tk" sole w.ornan

or,. tL" tou'J *k" kuJ -o.L"J tirelessly
organizing wolnen tLrougLout tLe city
in support oI th" ,.{"r".,.J,rtn; Don A.
Horn, executive secretaty o{ the Harris
County AFL/CIO; anJ Quentin Mease,

executive Jirector "{ tk" YMCA u.rd

respecteJ community l"uJ"..
M".r" .""r11r, "\7" {u""J enorlnous

ckalleng.s. At that lirst meeting, rr" -11

{"1t " littl" o.,".-h"l-"J at tLe tasL

uk"uJ "{ us. But we went atout the nec-

"ss.ry 
trsir.,.ess, Jetermining the one-

unJ t*o-y"ur terros (t"curr" -" lr.J to
have staggereJ t"rttr.), tLe various com-
mittee memt"rrhip., anJ identi{ying tke
i.r-"Ji.t" ,',."J.."

Because neitker the city nor the
county lr.J *..t"J to sp.nJ money on the
two hospitals, th" t"Jg"t picture was very
grim. Tke very {irst o.J". o{ trsirr.s, {o.
tLe new tourJ *u. to taLe u hurJ looL ut
t1r" district's Iinancing. Commissioners
Co...t huJ ul1"tt"J an initial t"Jg"t "I $7
-i11i"r, Io. th" ,r"* Jirt i"t; tlee money
was gone ty Nor"rr.t"r-i, u {ir"ul y"u,
that went tlrto..gh Mur"h! Th" t.rurJ *"rt
t.cln to Commissionets Court anJ
."""i.."J .nother $3 -11h"" {o. th"
."-.inJ"t o{ tk" {ir"ul y"...

'Cur prirnary concern was getting tLe
Lospitals it slrape," says Me.se. "Th" 

"oro-

"tr-'.Lr* 
I .lrnttl:t:ryy lit*utir"t;-,nr:rlt:tztr 7-, ,rzut, 1 zt;2.;* 49



mittees ,"{l""t"J tk.rse ur".s o{

"or""rr-{ir".1, t.,i1Jirrg. u.rJ
properties, p"rrorrr"l. P".sorr.r"1
issues were u tig p.oLl",n. Quite
. {"- o{ t}re Lospital stall w"t"
tlr".. tecause .,1 th"i, politi"rl
connections. Or" o{ th" ln"y

aJministratots [ruJ utsolrrt"ly rro
1-f.

qualrtrcatrons.

Buylor's Joctors anJ resi-
J.rts *orl"J ,rrrJ", . contract
tlrat hal teen wrdtten in 1948,
*1r"r, tl'r"r" was just .,ne kospital
,rJ". th" jurisdiction ol tke city
.rJ co..nty. Tke contract-nov/

"u11"J 
u, ".{{ili.tion agr""-

ment"-need"J to t" ,pdateJ,
anJ Quentin Mease was urL"J to
talee this on. His *o.L in t";lJirrg
the South C"rrtr.l YMCA kuJ gi.,"r,
lrirr rrrurry 

"{ 
t}r" J.illr necessary to taLe

.rr, .r"h o 
"hull.rrg". 

He requesteJ similar
Jocuments lr.rro .tout u Jor"r, teaching
kospitals across the country, stuJieJ tkern,
urrJ Jr.ft"d u rr"- .I{iliution agreernent
Io. tk" hospital Jirt.i"t urJ B.ylo.. Th"
Jc,cument rtooJ tlr" test oI time .rrJ *r.
."pl.""J ;n 7990 orrly t""...r" tLe hospi-

tu1 Ji"t.i"t t"g.n o,orluir.g witk fuo meJ-
i"ul s"hools, The University oI T.*as
M"Ji"ul S"k""l kaving op"rr"J i,
Houston in 1972.

T[r" 1r"spitu1 Jirt.i.t st.Il,,em-
l..s-rrr.g.g, tecLnicians, .rrJ 1rorr"-
1n""pirrg--"." p.iJ sJstanti.lly less

tLan tLeir counterparts at otLer Lospitals.

TLe rate ol t.,..ro.,", *ur higk. T1r"r" -..
a constant shortage o{.r.r.r"= urrJ .Lill"J
-"Ji".1 technologists. In Mease's .."orrJ
two-year term, tke p"rrorrn"l issue came
to a crisis. AngereJ ut th" 1."L o{
progress o. ,.1ury increases, tke Ben
T""t 

"ight 
,rr.r". *u1L"J "{{ t}," 

j"t,
leaving the patients alone.

"TLeir position was insupport.tl". I
unJerstooJ their grievances, tut not tLeir

-"thoJs,' says M".se. In the p.ocess oI
resolving th" 

",rn{lict, 
,".."..1 nurses were

terminateJ urrJ M".r" ..rr-r"J tke i." o{
.rrrion m.r,,terc urJ ,or,," in tke corrrmu-
nity. In tlr. enJ, M".r" urJ lrir I"11"",
tou.J -"rot"., ,"u1ir"J tkat pay .rrJ
worLing 

"orrJitiorx 
si.rrply huJ to t"

tr""gLt up to inJustry stanJarJs. L, talL-
ing witL the employ.es, th"y .1ro {o.rrJ
tkat the vast majority oI kospital Jirt i"t

"-pl,.y""= huJ u ,"n.. ol mission, a sense

tLat their service was to inJigent patients.
It 7967 , M"us" .rrJ tou.J -"*t",

Con LitrutJ.,,r p,i4c iJ

The Unittersity of Texas Medical School at Houston under constnlction in 1972. Couriesy McGovern Historicol Collections,

Houston Acodemy of Medicine-Texos Medicol Center Librory

Ben Taub Hospital-, 1963. Courtesy McGovern Historicol Collmtions, Housi,cn Acodemy of

Medicine-Texos Medicol Center

!.:: .i: .: ' '

rEowtos .cHRoMcLE .
liPag+ o, shtion s

SuDday,.Novrfiber fi. 1965

Ben rssb Hondles 4500 Emergrency Cqses d Monlh
lhe_erergpacy rirom at

tJ-.n-f tii. \iili"-'il"ir.-ii:sreck jn Rivri oaks to-.e. pe.rfat anjT bour. ltal .Bt taot Alteu Pr

scrutiacA iiue"*.Jii tter" iie'l3n skbbejl during I fi8ht inl Dr. phil Dauis, deputy chtelihouses maternily srld
conccm, an occasionai laugh.ithe rliflh lvatd'" .--- lot'medicine et the hospital,llosis wards.

slehic, pedialrlc. and
medical tseelmenL.-*-

of.worlers lo beEs is 1.8-tc 1,
whlle.the nationsl slandard ls

Frorh January lhroui;ti od;

The*system also oflers

?ears,
6rd Mrs.

admitted to &e hosoitals Dav
toi tleatm-eaf .and.mfo.icine ad.
cording to thi size of lheir lam.
lly and their iaeome.

oving chuity hospltals In
ares.

'The hospltals had rcquested
an $8.9 Eiillion budget (or i965
bui reseivbd.$?.3 rrillion hom
the citi EBal county" ,

. Pears notes lhese problems
thal he says only more money. James

ol lhe hrtr8rf,cy 8nd death. - ; ln arerage pf {$0 emergen-'5rrr, ',tf it,s ,n
It's the one qrea of thg.hos:c!' cafes are haodled bere.E.caie, rvq takc care

,. .

BY DICI( RAYCRAHI 'lsharc{tby rich 6nd Roor e}ikr.rHssttrn uotieE dtsrflEhfnI 6EI Thc mersencv room

rr,. 1.jifl.r.,{r.,"Hln rour! It\ B- suite n ii tp*in}ii"..;t.'il-p*dt or,im""lr.utfrr l,i&--#"';r,1
,c.n.irr:friipfril, ;;rgig;;;iy*s, Jncluding tvo wherefgency Embulatrce calls.arc reollHouston'Ilarrh 

. 
county 

.

.**rG. tirri,iif 
"frre"i.'--'11"S*ns 

operale cin anyone,fto Bin Taub heccuse of lh abl]lof chorlty hillpllals, wht

It tr tle crisis uea ol the,,,om a lerson lnJured lu i cu,llty to. handle emergency worklinctudcs.icfferson Davis
Ij.if tii. ]i[i"*'fir"irr-ii:sreck jn Rivm oaks to..e perfat an] bour. ]tat.at raOr Alten prin



\7iniir"J \7u11u""-Lotk -.rrt"r" .{ tL.
Jirtri"t', clinic cornrnittee-were
upp.o,r"h"J ty tLe resiJentr o{ th"
Settegast comrrrunity in I.. ,orth
Houston. Peopl" in tLe comrnunity haJ
l"rrg I"1t *"Ji"ully .rrrJ"rr"rr,"J. Getting
to the outpatient clinics at Ben Taut
reqri.eJ u luirly l"'rgtky tus hip, witL two
trans{ers. The Settegast representatives
propor"J u 

"lirri" 
in their cornrnunity tLat

","rlJ ku"Jl" rrrrr"k o{ the outpatient
,r""Jr. To M".s., it was a *orrJ.r{rl iJ".,
tut the Jirt.i"t lr.J rro IrrJ, {o, . {.""-
stanJirrg 

"liri". 
Hr*",rer, tlr"y were Jeter-

mirr"J to maLe it 1rupp"..
\7it1, the l'"lp "{ .r, O{{i"" o{

Economic Opportunity grant anJ u fu,rJ-
raising 

"{{ort 
ty the Settegast cornmunity,

tLe {irst o{ tk" Jirt.i"t's Community
H"ultL Program 

"lirri"" 
op".r"J in a store-

{ront location o. OIJ Seftegast RouJ i,,
the spring "l 7967 . Over th. ,'ext {ilt"e',
yeats, ten rro." "li.ri", were openeJ at
strategic locations tkrougkout tLe county,
incloding Acr.s Home, Baytown,
Pur.J"rru, urrJ H..-tl".

By the e.r1y 7970s, it was clear tkat
"Iiri.rg ,p' |"{{"rron Da".is anJ B",, ThJ
hospitals was no 1ong.. {easitle. Neitker
lrospit.1 coulJ me"t Joint Commission on
Hospital A""."Jit.tio, starrJ.rJs.
AJJiti"rully, Houston Fir" Mu.shull
EJJi" Co.r-l huJ th."ut"rr"d to 

"1o."J.,*,, t1r" lrospitals t""u.r." o{ ,rr-"ro.,.
violations, the rnost serious teing accessi-
t1" {i." escapes. In7977, a majorif oI the
LourJ o{ managers .pprou"}r"J M"us" .rrJ
urL"J lrirlr to consiJer accepting their
election "i hi,,, u" clrairm.n. Th"y l"lt tlr"
bou.J ,r""J"J hir l"uJ"rrlrip {or the 

"oro-
ir.g toilJing campaign.

\7itL his election ., "hui.-.r, oI th"
hospital Ji.t i"t t.,..J, M"ur" was auto-
matically appointeJ to th" tou.J oI tk"
T"*us M.di"ul C.nter. A {"w years later,
Dr. Mickael D.BaLey 

".11.d 
M".." u.rJ

urL"J ii h" *orlJ t""o-" u -.-t", .r{ tL"
B.ylo. C,r11.g. o{ M"Ji"ir" tourd. "B.ylo,
L.J un aggressive urrJ 1r;ghly rr"""r.lol
{unJ-raising operation ty tken," s.ys
Mease. 'I tolJ DeBaleey that I lenew teing
o.r the B.ylo. toarJ roeant eitlrer you LaJ
rnoney to give o. yo., Lrr"- wkere to get
tke money! H" l..rglr"J urrJ suiJ,
'Quentin, your serwice to the hospital Jis-

trict Las teen outstanding, anJ that is the
reason we want you on th" B.ylo. to.rdl
I've rernaineJ on it since tken.'

During Quentin Meas"'s {irst ten
years as th" tou.J cLai.man, ta1le contin-
,.J at.,ut t"ilJirrg replacement hospit.ls.
N"ur1y everyone ,rrJ".stooJ the n."J to
,"plu"" le{i D""is; it was {i{ty y"... olJ-
ancient ty k"spit"l st..J.rJr. Th"r" oru,

c.,rrsiJ"r.t1" questioning o{ r"p1u"i.rg B"r-,

Tu"t. B"ilt rn 7963, most people still
corrsiJ"."J it u {.irly ,r"* {.cility-".."r,
tho"gh it JiJ not rneet hospital coJe stan-
JurJr on tk. J"y it openeJ. Anotk.t
thougLt was tkat *h"r, orr" kospital in tlr"

-"Ji".l c"rrt.. h.J .r, ,rt.rrrJ..". o{
.,ac.nt t.Js, th" 1r.',spit.l Jirtri"t rh""lJ
contract witL tLat kospital {or inpatient
service. Witkin J.y", otlr", Lospitals pro-
poseJ contt."ting with t1r" Jist.i"t {o.
inpatient care.

Tlrir *ur soon recogniz"J ur u t.J
iJ"". It *orlJ o,."uL hu'o" o., tLe teaching
mission o{ the hospital Jirt'i"t ur'rJ B.ylo..
Doing sucL a tking -orlJ rr"r". .11o* th"
...1 i.rr" to t" .JJ."ss"J-replacing the
oot-o{-coJe }r.,spit.ls. It -orlJ }r.ve to t"
J.rrr" 

",-r,-r,-,n. 
.r'l.t.r.

M".s" urJ th" tourJ -orLed -ith
the Harris County Commissioners Court

or. u p1u, to {lo.t torrJs th.t -.rr1J p.y
{or the construction urrJ ."- state-ol-
the-art -"di"ul equipment-estimateJ
to te .rorrrJ $240 .rrilh"r, {o. t,rtl, hos-
pitals. BoarJ *"J". urrd turrln". Mu."
Shapiro J".igrr"J u torrd pacleage that
*on uppr,-rarul.

In 7972, Tke University oI Texas

"statlislr"J " 
lr"ultk science center in

Houston, coropriseJ o{ tk. J"rtu1 ,"1rool,
nursing ,"1roo1, urJ ,"1r.ro1 o{ ro"Ji"irr".
Now, Housto, LuJ fuo r,,"Ji"ul ,"hool..
UT est"tliskeJ ur, .{{iliution lor t".cking
purposes with Herrnann Hospital, but the
."kool ,""J"J tlr" 

"1irri".1 
training {acili-

ties tLat 
" 
pJli" hospit.l 

"orlJ 
p.ovid".

TL"r" -.s intense pressure on t,rth th"
kospit.l Jirtri"t .rJ Buyl.r. to ircluJe UT
i, tlre Ji"trict's {uture. A p.oporol was put
{"rtk th.t *o.rlJ {.,.r,, .r, "ullili.t"J ,rr"J-
ical services," a single unit representing
t"t1, -"Ji"ul r"kool.' 

"1i.ri".1 
teacLing

practices {or th" Jirui"t to contract witk.
Y..r, t"I.,.", M"us" k.J put together

tke origi,al B.y1or-hospit.l Jirtri"t .g.""-
ment, lre. o[ charg.. Thi" n"* agreemenl
outlining tlr" otligatio'r. o{ UT .rrJ
Baylor-i, tlre enJ, a Jocument the size

o{ u t"l"pkorrg looln-cor1 t1r" Jistrict
$2oo,ooo ir, l.*y".s' I""r.

Quentin Mease Comnntni$ Hospital became part of the Hospital Distict system in 1983. The Jacility was
named to honor Mr:ase t'or 25 years oJ senice as a member oJ the Board of Managers. Courtesy Horris Couniy

Hospitol District
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As J"sig, on tke new hospitals
tegan, tke Ji.tri"t was noti{ieJ o{ an
existing, relatively rr"* {u"i1ity, just east o{
B"n Turt that migLt help u1l.viate so',,"

"{ t}r"t }rospital'. or"r-".o*Jirr!. )ust a
{"* y..., t"lo.", tk" Centr.l Ch.r."}r o{
Clr.ist 1r"J t.,ilt u Iorr-story {acility .s u

kor.'" {o. tke aged, tut witk d""lirri.'g
revenues, th" "Lr."h -., {o.""J to close
th" {""ility. Th" t"i1Ji'rg ooo*lJ ,"qri."
littl" ,"rrroJ"ling tecause it was essentially

ty services at le{{ Davis, surgical services

at Ben ThJ-pr.r,"J to t" {irrur."iu1ly
wise. Now, with th" two new hospit.ls,
tk"." -.r,.JJ t. ,r J.,plicutio, o{ s"rrices.
B,t it coulJ ,ot t" 1.,"1p.J.

Th"." *.. littl. 
"lrurr"" 

in 1990 that
tk" r"pl.""ro.nt kospital Io. J"{I D.,rit
-orlJ ".rry 

the ,rur,,e .,{ th"
Corr{.J"ru.y's presiJent-even tkougL a

vocal conting",rt ol th" Daughters o{ the
Corr{"J"rucy uJJt".r"J tk" tou.J on sev-

"..r1 
.rccasi.rr-rs. Because o{ lri. J"Ji".ti.,

Hospital op"rr"J in the Texas M"Ji".l
Center.

On the evening o{ ].rr.r.ry 13,
1990, Quentin Mease ..t tu"L urJ
t."utlr"d u righ o{ r"li"{.rrJ satis{action.
O." o{ the largest tr;lJi"g campaigns in
tke kistory 

"{ U.S. prt1i" h".lth 
"u."

was completeJ. Dudng th" "or.r" o{ th"
next lew montLs, tke "tugs *"." -nrL"J
out." U.S. Interstate Highway 10 ,"r.,ed
as a t.sic li.r" ol Jernarcation: resiJents
,.rrth ol I-10 woLrlJ utilize LBI Hospitalu h"ulth 

"ur" 
{u"ility.

M"ase's 
"o11".go.. 

o.,
the kospital dirt.i"t to.rJ
,r.pri="J hi- *jth t1.," =rg-
gestion tLat the ,r"- I."i1ity
t" ,.-"J.{t". ki-. M".r"
pointeJ out tkat h" ..,rJ"r-
stooJ naming 

" 
b"ilJirrg

ult". ,,r-"o." ,rr...11y kup-
p".,"J {ollo*ing that per-
ron', J".tlr-ro 1r" *u.
oppor"J to tkis iJ"a. Tk"
otlru, meml.rs insisteJ,
Lo*".,"r, t"".rr" thei. toarJ
chairman lr.J ..rk"."J tk.
Jirtri"t tLrougL trying tirnes
ut J 

"hull"ng.s. Quentin
M".se Co.rrrounity Hospital
op".r"J in 1983 urJ t""u-"
primarily a geriatric anJ
pry"l'i.t i" {acility. It also

hor.". the disbri.t's N{artin
Luther Ki'rg He"1th Center,
*hicl' pro.,iJ", h".ltl, 

"u."
services to its n"ightorhooJ
resiJents. Th" ."- "i{ih"-
tion the Jirt.i"t kuJ -ltk the two -"Ji".l
r"hooh woulJ impact tLe new lrospituls.
Fo, over u J."uJ", lel{ Da"is kuJ t""r, t}r"
Jirtri"t'r maternity lrospital, stu{{"J ty
Buylo, pkysicians; .11 tk" Ji.t'i"t'r OB
patients went tkere to Lave tlr"i. t.ti"..
Most o{ the st"{{ ,poln" o{ the kospital as

u *onJ"r{rl p1ac" to *o.L, {r1l o{ tuti",
"r'J k.ppy {urrrili.s. In tk" early 1980.,
tetween 1 7,000-18,000 births o""..'r"J
at JeI{ Davis ..'r.,u11y.

But the two new lrospit.ls, e.ck
st"i{"d ty . Ji{{".".'t -"Ji".l ,"1'oo1,
woolJ require OB services. I., .JJitio.r,
B"., Turt huJ ,"..."J as tlre Jist.ict's pri-
mary emergency center ..rJ surgical {.cili-
ty. That, too, woulJ kave to cLange in
order to accommoJate tle teacking pro-
grams oI toth -"Ji".l ,"hoo1r. Tk. s"pu-
ration oI services ,.rJ". B.r1o.-lnaterni-

Xzagt:, 3 4''i'1,u, t-lt zqr;?,t:*z Fle:ylt:z';.*ttttrttstztt: ),, :r<t. I,

to civil.iglrts orrJ 
"rrJors"roent 

ol
M.Ji"or", Preside,t Ly.Jo, Jokrrr.rr',
narne was 

"hor"r-r 
{or tk. ,re- h,rspit.l.

Most irnportantly, tke LyrJo. J.-,,lrrron
G"rr"r.l Hospital o,o.r1J t" lo".t"J in tk"
north part o{ tLe city, close to tke cross-
.o.J, o{ HigL*ay 59 "rJ tLe North
L""p 610. It was an area tkat {.,. y"ur.
k.J t"", -" Ji".rlly rrrJ"r.".r."J.

On th" morning.,lJ,,n.. 2,7ggq,
the rnove o{ -o." tLan tkree k.,rrJ."J
patients-in"l"Ji.rg o.," k.rr.J."J rr""r-
torns-{rom J"{{".so, Davis Hospital
to the new 324-L.J Ly.Jo, Johrrron
G"rr"rul Hospital t"gor. Arot.rl.n"",
traverseJ tlr" "1".,", miles througkout
the Jay. A mixture o{ excitement anJ
,uJrr"., {ill"d t1r" hospital st.,{{. A r"ry
new chapter huJ op"rr"J. Barely six
montks later, on lanu.ry 72, 1990, tke
,'r"".578-t"J Be, Taut G"rr...l

.rrJ tl-r" com,unity h"ultl, .1i.ri.. i. tk"
north part o{ tLe co.,rrty, anJ resiJents
so,-rtk o{ I-10 -orlJ rtilir" 8"., Tu..t
.rrJ th" remaining "liri"..

Hospital Ji.tri"t sta{{ ut LBJ o-o.L"J
ul.rrrgriJ" tke Joctors .rrJ ,".iJe.rt. o{ T1.,"

Uni'ersity o{ T.*u. M"Ji"nl S.kool o.itk
just as muck.rigor arrJ camaruJ"rie as th".v
hoJ -ltk the Buylo' ',r"Ji"ul .tu{{. LBJ'.
emergency center openeJ urrJ pro-pt11,
t""u-" tk" ,""o.J tusiest ER i,, tlr.
county jrst tehinJ Ben T5..t in ,rr-ler
o{ emergency wisits.

Quentin Mease remaineJ ch.ir*.r,

"{ th" to.rJ ol tlr" "rr"*" Harris County
Hospital District {o, ,"r,".,r1 *ore months.
Alter serving tk. Jistrict {or twenty-{our
years/ on Cctot., 29,7990, k" {,rr-ul1y
retir"J. I

The new Ben Taub Hospital, an acute-care fdcility, opened in 7990 and is one oJ the naLionls busiest traunta cetTters


