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'l'Th, Oohr," CaptanJames Baker\home at ZS,IO'naliiinSr., housed tht new M. D

), ,946, *[,en R. L"" Clurl. r..iu"d

- i,, Houslon ;. bh* ,,"* l,"ud ,l M. D.
An J"r, nr, t1r" {i.." -1r"ur-.rl J h,-r spit.l *.s
still in its in{nr-rcy, occupying temporary
quarters at the olJ Baleer Estate urrJ tur"-
ly lnrov,, urry*1r"r", insiJc .rr o*tsiJe
Harris County. In selecting C1.rL .= .rr-
geon-in-cLie{, hn*".."r, tlr" B.r.rJ oI
Regents 

"{ Tk" University .,1 T."u. huJ
{olrrJ t1r" per{ect person to t..ilJ what in
a generation -o.,lJ t""orre tLe pren-ricr
cancer hospitul in tl.r" -,r.lJ. A nativc o{
DeaI Smitk County, T!r.ur, Clu.ln tr.rr"J
with .rrrtitio, u.J .ror"J energy. He once
told . {rienJ, "I ku.,. ten ncw iJc.s e..".v
,luy, onJ il I .rn jet irrst ,n* ol Il'*- dor",
I'- lruppy." Or, Iris lirst morning at tke
ol{i"", C1u'L i,r{o.-"J tke =to{{, 

"V" 1r.r,"
two jots Lere: to cllre cancer anJ, until we
Jo, to care {o, T"*urc witL tkc Jir"..".
Achi""ing t"tL -i11 requite the tcst hc,spi-
tal i,.,, {l:* ro.lJ."'

Clurln .u,,," ty Li. .,,,titi,rn k.rncstly.

His gra,J{atk"r k"1p"J I,rrrrJ G'.,,
Ckristian University in Fort V.,.th, urrJ
f.is {atLe. orckestrateJ thc teginnings o{
MiJw..stern Stat. Uniuersity in \Tichita
F"11r. For J""uJ"., at {arnily gatherings or
at nigkt over tke LitcLen tutl", th" Clu.ln.

R. Lee Clath sitting in front oJ the hospital in
1959. Courtesy Historicol Resources Center, The

University of Texos M. D. Anderson Concer Cenier
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Andersonhospital Jrom 1942 to 1954 until a permanentJacilitv couldbc btLilt.

tolleJ .tout Ligher "Juc.tion-raising
more money/ b"ilJirrg -.r." trrilJirrgr,
recruiting more shrJents, anJ hirirrg mo."
{u"..lty. Poet Rainer Mari. Rilln" ,rruy Ln 

"otr"r.,"J, "Ch 1r"* 
"kilJr"r, Ja,ce to tLe

.rrlir,"J lir'". oI their parents,'tut Lee
C1..L .,..t-Jurr""J tlr"-. W;thin {ir," y"urr,
k" ..r"-11"J . {ine Jepartroent o{ surgery
urrJ 1urt 

"h"J 
pioneering 

"{{orts 
ir. raJio-

tkerapy. It came as no surprise, then, tkat
Pro{"rr.,. C.rso.r McGuire, clrairm.r, c,{

tke psyckology Jepartment at UT Austin,
piqt 

"J Cl..L'r interest in 1951 *L.r, k"
J"s"'it"J tke *,rrle oI Beatrix Cott, u
graJuate stuJent exploring the psyckology
o{ "ur".. patients-wky so many JnippJ
appointments, postporreJ treatment,
rejecteJ cedain protoc.rls, or opteJ lor tke

".r" o{ alternative practitioners. Sh"JJ;rrg
light "" the e,rotional ,rrJ".t"lly .,1 

"ur.--cer patients ,".-"J an eminently wortky
go"1, Cl..L tkougLt, urJ it -orlJ cost no
m.ney. C"tt 

"t 
joy"J l..rrJit g {r.rm tlre



Hogg FounJation {or Mental Hygiene in
Austin. Cl.rln agreeJ to serve o, 1r". Jir-
sertation committee .rd proviJ" olfic"
space at M. D. AnJerson.'

In F"trrrry 1,951, ulter graluating
ftom North T.*as State Coll"g" .rrJ toil-
ing fi{teen years as a secr"tary, pullic
r"kool t"u"lr"., 

"o.,rr"1o., 
urrJ UT gruJr-

ate stuJent, Beatrix Cott u..ir,"J at M. D.
A.rJ".sorr. At {irst, rh" {"1t intimiJateJ.
Knowing littl" .to.rt cancer/ C"tt {""rrJ
1r"tt.1{ ,r..oorrJ.J ty p"opl" *ho lnr"- u

great Jeal on tlre suLject. "\Tithin si,
months I rk"rlJ Lrro* u lot more than I
J., .tout cancerr *lri"h ir certainly
manJatory," sL. mote to L", Joctor.l
uJ..iror. But sLe was not r.J.rly 

"orr-."..r.J. "Th"r" are many challenging
proLl"ro, here...[trt] t]re p"ople are won-
J"'{.r1....1'".Jy I {..1 "'yr"il {.llirg i, 1o.,"

s,itL M. D. ArJersorr." C"tt ,rr.J" gooJ
,r" oI h". year in Houston, Ii.risLing t1r"

Jissertation-A So"i.l PsycLological
St"Jy "i the Cancer Patient"-anJ
receiwing the PlrD.

At the tim", C1u.L rr..d"J a nev,/ psy-
chologist. His {irst }rir" k.J .rot -orleeJ
out. In {act, Ross Cr-l"y, lr"uJ o{ ,"i"r-
ti{ic putlications at M. D. ArrJ".sorr, urJ
EJna \(agner, Jirector olociul -orL,
J"s"rit"J tke {irst psyckologist ., u "J..J,"
a psychologist with soc1, virulent cancer
photiu. o{ h", o-,, tLat she woulJ irrvent
reasons .rrJ 

"""ra", not to interview
patients. Cott -.r just the opposite, a

woman *ho ..li.[r"J t"irrg .r.r.,,rJ
patients. \[hen tlr" Hogg FounJation
agreeJ to {.rrJ }r"r $6,000 urrr.,.l ,ul.ry,
C1",L h;..J C"tt.,

He clr.rgeJ h". o,it[, pror.iJing psy-
clrologic.rl services {or patients; Jeveloping
a graJuate arrJ postgr.rJuate training pro-

Beatra Cobb wot;l?tng with a patient who\ loohing
at a Rorschach image, 1953. Courtesy Hisforicol

Resources Center, The University of Texos M. D.

Anderson Concer Centrer

gram {or psychologists interesteJ in m.J-
ical settings; Jirecting .r r"r".rr.h program
tlrut {ocuseJ on tLe errrotion.l impact o{
ko.rrrorul treatments; anJ explaining wky
patients -iss"J appointinents, J"lry"J ot
,"{or"J treatment, .rrJ sougLt ,ron--"J-
ical so..rc.s for assistance. CotL "st.t-lirh"J.t .J.,isory council consisting o{
M. D. ArrJ.rson physicians, UT Austin
psycLologists, anJ representatives Lom
the H"gg FounJation. \7it1, their .Jvic"
urJ 

"o..rr"1, 
rh" J"rigrr"J a training pro-

grarn consisting o[ a twenty-{ive lectore
.rr.r"y o{ "..".. ty lrpes anJ treatment, a

{ilt""rr-l."tore sequence on the anatomy
o{ tk" ".,.t,ul nervous systern anJ rol" o{
stress in its {unctioning, anJ a s"ries o{
twenty-five lectures on enJocrinology. '

Beatrix Cott', "u."". rlrot t.p liL" .
tottle rocleet on tLe Fourtk "i )r1y.
PsycLologists tkrouglout the counky Lad
t..o-" inlatuateJ with tlre pry"k", o{
cancer patients, .rrJ science witers lr.J

picl"J r,p on the interest. S..JJenly,
CotL', ,"."ur"h ..rjoy"J t.al caclr"t. Lee
Clu.ln 

"rur"J meJia attention, not so

,,,.r"1, {o, }ri-r"l{ .s {or t}r" hospital, .r.rJ
C"tt J"li.,"."J, Loosting lris campaig. to
put M. D. AnJerso,. on t1r" .n"Ji"ul ,o.p.
I', April 1953, slr" .Jd."rr"J ."
Arnerican C.r"". Society "o.{"r"rr"" oI
science writers, Jiscussing tLe economic,
genJer, .rrJ educ.tionul r,u.i,rtl., a{Iecting
patients .rJ th"i. treatment. Th" AP urrJ
UPI picln.J up the story. \7itlri" Jays,

CoLt', ,r.-., urJ M. D. AnJerson's, sur-
{.""J i, newspapers throughout t}re coun-
fu:y; Neusneele u,.l Ti*n 

"o.."."J 
k"r;

prominent psyclologists I..LL"J to
Houston to meet h".; u.rJ tLe American
Curr"". Society urJ Nutio.rul C..rc",
Institute tooL notice.u Clruorrc"y L"uln.,
h"uJ "I the UT -"Ji"ul ."kool i.t
Galr,"ston, want.d in on tLe graluate
training program. Cott r"".n"J Jestin.J
Ior a trilli..rt luh,.".6

EJna Wagner thougLt di{{"r"rtly.
Sh" r.ud k.,.',u.' nature liLe Alt"rt
Einstein luthor,,"d tLe cosmos, .nJ i.t
Beatrix C"tL rh" saw a Jisaster waiting to
kupp".r. A""orJirrg to Vagner, Cott -u,
"neurotic" anJ potentially "Jangerous"

when worLing 'Ji.""tly witk sicL, h"1p1"r,
p"opl", L""r.,r", sooner or later; rh" [-i11
not te atlel to resist tle urge to use anJ
exploit th.se people to satisfu .orn" oI
[Ler] neurotic neeJs. Miss Cott's neurotic
rr".J Io. attention is so terri{ic tlrat slre

even entertains the technicians, steno$ra-
ph.r, urrJ cl"rLs -itL luriJ stories aLout
k.. cus"s." Also 

"orr""rn"J -itk C"lrl,.
t.lru..io., Clii{ Hoor", h"uJ oi th"
Departrnent oI M"Ji"ir" at M. D.
ArJ".so, urJ on" oI L". 

"u.ly 
supporters,

"orrl".r"J 
tkat she *u, "hopp"J up on the

sulj.ct ol s"r." Eu.ly i.. 1952, upatient
."-.rL"J, "M" u.J tLut."J-L",J"J
wornan sLore is tallni.rg atort {amili.r
things...tut yo, Lrro* tL"s" ,"J-lr"uJ"J
women."'

Cott oru. a unique irJi..iJrul, {ltlrty
urJ rrp."Ji"tJle, . pro{"ssiorrl woman
who sporteJ..rr{urhiorr.tly long hai. {or
the 1950s, tinteJ its streales oI gr.y witk
regular applications o[ J""p rnahogany
."J, .rrJ o"".riorru11y, {or e{[.ct, ."l".r.J it
{ror,, the constraints o{ ter.ts urJ LoLty
pirrs. SL" *u, u Ji.,. *ko "orlJ not singl, a

woman given to granJ entrances, granJ
exits, anJ granJiloquenc.-{lourish"s that

Continuel on page 50
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Thr: M. D. Anderson Foundaa.on JulJrlled its promise to proide the cancer Lnspital with a new Jacility in the
Texas Medical Center, with construction finally bang completedin 1954. Since then, they hate treated
nearly500,000patients. CourBsyMcGovernHistoricol Collections,HoustonAcodemyofMedicine-TexosMedicol
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-rJ" h". pop,rlu, in tLe peJi.tric warJ Lut
olt"rr. sp.ctacle in other settings. Fo. ull

"l C"tL'r psychological training, ,h" *u,
blisfully ignorant oI ho* otL..s perceiveJ
h".. Ir, 1956, {", "*'-pls ,1r" .JJr"rr"J u

group o{ science writers tLat Ross Cr-l"y
LuJ urr"-Il"J in Housto.r. IntenJeJ .s a

serious ptesentation o{ current pry"Lorrr-
l6i" th"ory, h". ,p"."1, J.ipp"J
"FteuJianismr' liL" . wet spongle, ..rJ th"
writers forr.,J it hilu.io.,s unJ it rpossiLl"
to suppress lauglrt.r. In the agony of sd-
flirg tk"*r"lves, th.y grew reJ-{aceJ anJ
teary-eyeJ, emitting .urpy, roo{-o{-th"-
pulut" .rus.l grunts. \Zh"n C"tb {i.rirh"J,
1"[t t[r" .oo-, unJ was out o[ right, th"y
,rrl"urk"J *.rr", o{ spontaneous, uproari-
ous gu{faws that rippleJ J"*r, tlr" hull.
C"bt h"u.J the noise, misinterpreteJ it as

.ppluor", anJ returneJ {o, urr.rrcor".u
Alth""gh Cott *rr well meaning

u.rJ Lig-h".tteJ, sincere ur *"11 u, ,illy,
{loating th.orrg}, the corriJors loolni.'g for
gooJ JeeJs to per{orm, ,k" rlro porr..r"J
an innate, unintentional talent Iot
annoying ,orn" p"opl". LiL" , s"hoolgi.l
witl, a crusL, slr" Lr.i"J ClurL i, letters,
memos, anJ requests, J"..,u.rJing -or"
unJ *o." o{ o.k.t little time h" o*.r"J.
Sh" rho*"r"J lri- in praise, eatning a
reputation amon6l tLe sta{{ {o. ,y.rpy
,y"oplrun"y. In a 1951 memo, C"tt t"1J
Clu.L, 'I Jo *onJ", if yor, ."uliz" just Low
J""p urrJ sincere is the love urJ r".r"-"rr""
with which the people 

"{ M. D. ArJ".so.'
regarJ you .rJ yor, 1"uJ".ship...Yo, hu.,"
tLe very r.r" utility o[ inspiring p"opl" ty
just Leing yo,rrc"l{." Cl".k h"J littl" .r""J
{or ego ttansfusions, .rJ h". excesses

soon wore tLin. A littl" tit o{ Beatrix
went a long *.y," .".r"-tereJ a colleague.
In Octoter 1954, wL.nMarion \7a11,

ClurL's executive assistant, passeJ on the
lafust of C"Lt'r requests {or an appoint-
rne.rt, ClrrL curtly noteJ, "MaLe it per-
tain to cancer.'At {irst, Clu.L u.rJ th"
sta{l tolerateJ C"Lt'r iJiosyncracies;
some even {or.rJ t}r"- enJearing, a[[ec-
tionately referring to her as 'Bizz" ox
'Beazy.'ArJ tL" training program she
envisioneJ {or psyckologists seemeJ preg-
nant witL potential.e

Soon, Lowerr"r, Cobt lost politicul
traction. A {rustrateJ ClarL t"lJ }r"r t"
"rho*. gooJ perlorm.n"" o{ activity
otrJ". tk" present aJministratio, [rrJ]

page 50' ]"11w l*tlrslxtrz lLevitew*vrrhNz* 2, zr*. j

complete [y"".] "ld 
r"r"ur"h projects.'

ClurL l""th"J the jargon i., h", p.oposuls,

complaining on one occasion tkat'the
language urJ rri".poirrt is tLat oI pry"hol-
ogy ratLer thr., *"Jici.re, tiochemistry or
physi"l"gy. As a matter o{ g"r"rul reaction
it is too -r"h so! \7itk .rcess worJiness'
urrJ..".ti.g" that seems to Le an attempt
at elaLor.tener, .rth", tkan a simple

",.1,1.-r.tio-, 
o{ orhrt is p.opos"J. T[r" [pro-

pos.ls] ,.. otr"rr" rrJ tlr" J"Ii.rit" goult
remote." El.r.ro. Mr"JonulJ, k"rJ o{ 

"pi-
Jemiology at the hospital, compl.ineJ tLat
,o..r. o{ t}r" p.oposals coming out o{ m"J-
ical psychology rr{{.r"J {ror' serious

J"sig, flr*s. EJna \7agn". claimeJ that
C"tb huJ mastered'the psychological
pk.ur", ,.rJ t".-irrology, tut upplyirg
tLem is ,.."ry Jiff"r"nt proposition." Not
surprisingly, *h", C"tL ,"o."J -ith..,
article in Tl"n Journol of Pediatricr, rk" l"{t
no stone untutneJ rn.Li.,g ,rr. ClrrL
Lnew atout it."'

I., "JJiti"r, to researcL sLortcomings,
C"Lt'r -"Ji"rl tr.ining proElram [o. pry-
ckologists ,r..,., tlorro-"J. SL" {uil.J to
,""r." {irrrl .pp.orrul [.om tL. psychology

Jepartment at UT Austin. \[id"ly Lro*,
across campu, u. u polid".l quagmire, the
UT pry"h"l"gy JeparLment *otrlJ krrr"
testeJ the rkillr "{ the most consummate
politi"ir.r, urJ iI 

""ythirg, Beatrix Cott
was not . politi"iun. Sh" huJ -rJ" ".r"-
mies tlere ov.r tLe years, not tlre least of
*korn -., C.rsor. McGuire, lrer thin-
sLinn"J PhD uJ..isor *k" h"J tireJ oI her
urd 

"o.r"lrJ"J 
that the pLysicians at

M. D. A.rJ".rotr kuJ heateJ k- t"Jly
during his service on tlre aJvisory council.
C"bb t"lJ Clu.L thut McGuire's opinion

"I M. D. ArrJ".so, LaJ Jegenerat"J i.'to ,
comtination o{ "*orrnJ"J innocence anJ
bitirg h"stihty." To salvage tle progtam,
she hieJ to worL out an arranlement witL
tke University of Houston, even thougL
rh" tr"* that there was a "time *h". *"
*"r" oppor"J to aligning outselves with
tke University o{ Houston t""rrr" of th"
newness o{ o* o* program urJ tL" 

"ul-it", 
"{ *o.L tL"r"." Nothing "u-" o{ th"

proporul, urJ ir. h"r 7957-7958 xepoft
to ClrrL, C.LL 

"orl"sreJ 
that o..ly o.r"

post-Joctoral {"11". h"J participateJ in
tlre eJucational program, Lringing the
seven-year total to thr"" pr"-Jo"toral anJ
two post-Jocto.ul ["11o-r, hu.Jly 

"rrorgh,

$a,ga,.3'7

i, Cl.rL'r opinion, to even justifu use o{
the term'program."'

In otLer *uyr, Cott', hoLty lro-."t
strucL Cla.L m l rnu"y. I.. Decemter
1955, sL" urgeJ on hirn., "executive

Jevelopmert progra'',"-we"kly C"tt-l"J
group tLerapy sessions {o, tLe hospital's
l"uJirg pLysicians. Sh" *.rrt"d Clu.L,
Cli{[ H"*u, Gilt"rt Fl"t"L.r, BillR"ss"11,

J. B. Tr".'rrell, EJ \flrit", anJ Grant
Taylor to constitute the first group, witL
Clu.L t"Li.rg th" l"uJ' "You are strong
enougL -nJ *"11 uJjrst.J enough to start
*," tull ."lli"g ty accepting some respon-
siLility {or t}re situations -Li"}' hur"

"u.rr"J 
sorne {rustration...with tlr" 1..J".-

rklp "{ " rkll"J group therapist, you woulJ
very soon get to tLe reasons that unJerlay
the excuses often given lor {.ilrre to co-
operate o, Iollo* through." CIJ 

"""1JthAL o{ Lethr ways t" Lill u [.* Lorrc u
-..L thun plr.rrtirrg the c.t.co-tr 

"{ EJ
\7lrit"'s IJ ..rJ r.rcoiling tLe bngles in
Giltert Fl.tcher's Srp"..go. He rejecteJ
t1r" p.oposrl.''

C"tt uLo promoteJ the .,.irtrr.s o{
psychotlr.rapy ,rJ p"y"ho.ralysis i., clin-
ical se$ings. C.."". patients, ,L. *u,
con..itrceJ, rr[[.r.J frorn . variety o{
emotional -.l.Ji"r, in"lrJir,g . "lom o{
sel{-resp.ct," "sell-pity," "Lu, o[J"-th,"

".rJ 
tk" anxiety Jiro.J"r, urJ J.p."rrio.

accompanying them. All L"t peripatetic in
L". 

"1i.ri".1 
energies, Cott *orlJ, i,

EJna \7.grrer', *o.Js, "lie in wait {o. ,r"*
patients tLat are aJmitteJ...[ske] goes to
see tLem immeJi.tely, 

"lth"ogh rh" k.,
no iJea wkat plars hur" t".r, -.J"."
\TitLout alJressing pry"lr.r, CotL insist-

"J, 
th" hospit.l -orlJ ,"rr., ful{ill itt

mission o[ heating tL" *1ro1" patient. In
7954 an], 1955, as patient loaJs
increaseJ, Cl..L u"Lrro*1"Jg"J h". us tlr"
hospital's 

"ki"{ 
pry"hologist anJ hi..J .r"*

prof"ssio.ruls to augment tlre staff. He
even permitteJ ,o*" initial forays into

"liri".l, in-house psycLotherapy.

Complaints {ro.. 
"liri"iunB 

soon
J"."il"J tLe profram. Sig-r.rJ F.",rJ,
,[t". rll, hal spent .r"..ly , JecrJe in
*""Lly sessions pry"Lo.nrlyring Lis oum
Jaughter, Ao.ru. \f""tly pry"lrounrlyH"
sessions [o, thors.rrJs of patients woulJ
o.r"r*1r"1- institutional resources.
Clirri"iuns ulso "o-plrin"J tLut the psy-
chologists were consuming too ,rrr"h o{



tkeir time trying to get an emotio.rul Lur-
Jl. on pati.rrts, exacertating the trali-
tionally straineJ relations tetween tLe
two Jiscipline.. Fi.tully, to many it
upp"u."J that C"tt was trespassing on
,u"."J g.ornJ, tlrrd.rg tk. {...1t li.r"
JiUJ;"g psycLologists .nJ pLysicia"s;
some even .""r."J 1r"- o{ r,'urqr"ruJirrg
.s . "r"r1' Joctor. 'Miss CoLL has consis-
tently anJ grossly misinterpreteJ lrer
.o1"," "o-pl.ir"J EJrr. \7agner."

Cur"", p"rrot rlity tLeory, ho-..,".,
Jro.,. tk. ."r1 -"Jg. tet-e.n "lirri"i..r.
.nJ pry"lrologists, re.,e.ling tLe true
,oo."" ol Cu.son McGuire's animosity
u.rJ rp"lling Joo.'' {o. Beatrix C"Lt t
career at M. D. AnJetson. In tke 7940s
utrJ ".rly 1950s, the rage in psyclrotLera-
py circles was the N"* YorL-Lus"J,
Austrian-tor.r, urrJ Sig-rnJ F 

"oJ-
traineJ \7i11r"1m Reiclr, wko clri-"J to
La.,e iJ.rrti{ieJ " linL Letween "orgastic

potency" ,,.J p"rco.rulity Jiso.J".s. M".,
u.rJ *o-"n *1r" h"J "*p".i"n""J Ji{ii"rl-
ty moving througk tLe "genital stage" o{

"klJk""J, R"i"L "lrim"J, -"r" -o." liL"-
ly t" {irrJ themsel.,es J"Ii"i".rt r""rully,
,rrrtl" to ackie.,e "orgastic pot"ncy.'After
immigrating to tke UniteJ St.t.s, Reich
clui-"J to have Jir"o.r"r"J "orgone ener-
gy," an ethereul {or"" in tlre universe tkat
animateJ tlre movement o{ su}atomic
patticles anJ manifest"J itr"ll in human
teings ty cortrolli.rg ,"*rul J.i.,", .rrJ
governing "orgastic potency." Sr"h s"rrul
{o.""s, iI lost, 

"orlJ 
trigger c}rronic i11-

nesses; h"uli.rg 
"orrlJ 

only come tLrougL
Reichian therapy, w4rick restoreJ orgone
enerEly. Con,"ni.ntly {or Reich's pocLet-
tooL, patientr lruJ to pr."hus" time in his
'otgone accumulator," u si-pl", 

"u.Jtou.J
conkaption tLat looLeJ *o." 1iL" u .i"L-
ety outLouse tlran a latoratory.

Curr"". patients occupieJ center sta$e

in Reichian theory. C..".- .pp"ur"J, h"
cl.i-"J, in tLe lires of p.opl" experienc-
ing "Jeep anxiety, J.{".-.J hop", u.rJ Jir-
appointment." C.ncer patients h"J " 

"ti"-
emotional Jisposition to cancer" t"".rr"
o{ "orgone Jeplefions.' Tk"y por."rr"J
milJ ernotionr u.rJ li-,"J in a state o{ p".-
petual resignatio, urJ "puirrful acquies-

cence.'Tlr"y h"J ,ro I'op" utort lii". At
the cor" o{ tlr"i, teing, they rn{I"..J fro-
'clnonic emotional "ul-," -hi"k J"pl"t"J
orgone {rom their ""lL u.rJ higgereJ
malignancies. Th"y -"." r"*,-..11y

."pr"rr"J urrJ Jyslo.r"tiorr.l, ,,.utl" to

EdnaWagnq drector oJ soaal worh, at the annual

research conJerence dtrmer, ca. 1958. Courtesy

Hisloricol Resources Cenler, The University of Texos M. D.

Anderson Concer Center

."hi..r" ,or-rl orgasm. Aversion to sex,

he a.gueJ, was carcinopenic. Reichian psy-

clrotlr"rupy -oolJ liL".ute cancer patients

{ro* the tonJ.ge o{ ,"*rul repression,

anJ orgone-replacing stints in ki, u""o-
mulators *"rrlJ 1r"lp cure tkem. Most
physicians 

"on.iJ.-.J 
Reich a.rt, lJ"l-

ing lrirn tlr" "propLet oI th" t"tt"- orgasm'
urd tlr" "{o....J". o{ the genital utopia.""

In 1954, tL" F""J urJ Dr,.g
AJministration went ,{t", R"i"}'. \7L""
FDA scientist, .sL.J ki- to e*pl.it tLe
Li"l"gy urJ pkysi"s o{ orgone energy, ke
petulantly ,"rpo.rJ"J that they were not
sophisti"ut"d enougk to unJ"rstanJ his

-orL. H" ,"fur"J to J"{""J Lis treatments
o. p.ouiJ" Jata proving tl,"i. e{Iicacy. Th"
FDA s""r."J a court orJ", prokiLitir.g
Reich fro- ,"llirrg .""r-ul.to.s, tut he

ig.ror"J the injunction. FeJ.r.l courts
iorrrJ hi- in conternpt .nJ s"nte.rceJ
R"ich to two years in th. {.J.ral peniten-
tiary in Lewisturg, P.nnsy1.,.tri., *h"." h"
Ji"J i" 7957 "

T[r. notion of u""un"", p".rorru1ity,"
Lo-".,.r, sr.ri.,"J in Beatrix C"tt'r -"J-
ic.l psyclrology section. 'L h". neurotic
desire to pl..s"," argueJ orr" stal{ -.-t.r,
"rh" lr.s . t.nJ.ncy to maLe patients {it
tLe tLeory." F"ll"-itrg the trenJ liL. . true
t"li".,.r, C"tt huJ -o',,"J t"yorJ assess-

ing tLe ernotional impact oI "..r"",
patients to JiviIlit g tke psyckological eti-
ology o{ .r"oplrr*r. I{ tL" crrs"s oI "..r-
cer were emotional, C"tb lruJ 

"on"lrJ"J,tlen every M. D. A"J"rson patient neeJ-
.J psy"krt1r..apy, a prospect tLat terrilieJ
EJna \Vagner. "TL" {uct tkat a patient
cornes to ArrJ.rso. Hospital {o, ..r"Ji".l

"ur",' 
,h" cornpluirr"J to Cl.rL, "Joes not

urr.,r" k" has an emotio...l "orlli"t o.
tLat Le wants to Jir"or. it with anyone. In
{."t, L" -i11 t" prorr" to resent tke iJea
tl"t lre must turn hlrn."l{ insiJe out anJ
Jir"rs the intimiJate [sic] details oI his

1i{., .s tlr" pric" of -"Ji"ul care."u

C"bb unJ h", st"{I porrr"J ".rr"",
p".ronulity theories ."l"rrtl"ssly. At r.t
.J..i.o.y courcil meeting on Ap.il 9,
1953, tkey r.is"J th" p"ssitllitT "I st"Jy-
ing 'precursor psychological sti-rrli" to
carlcer. In anotLer rnerno/ C"tL tulk"J "ftk. .e.J to e*plore tLe rinteraction

t"twe.r, tLe psyckological aspects a,.J
pkysi"logic.l aspects o{ un inJi.,idu.l
*lri"k rrriglrt give a clue to tLe instigation
o{ 

"u.r"". 
gro#L." S}r" circul.t.J cl.ims

tLat "stress anJ separation anxiety," along
*it1, {""lirrgr o{ "kop"l"m.r"rr," "h"lpl"rr-
,ess," ..rJ {""li.rg 'lost" triggereJ
l"rL"-irs urrJ ly*plro*rr, urrJ that can-
cer patients in general upp"u."J to possess

p".ronuliti". th.t "tlrive on J"p"rJ".rcy.""
SmolJerirg tensions igniteJ in

1953. C"bt hal organizeJ a s6gsi61-
"M"Jic"l PsycLological St"Jy "{ 

tk"
C..r"". Patient"-{or the San Antonio
meetings o{ tL" Sorrtlr*"stern Psycho-
l"gi""l Association. McGuire J"lirr"r"J u

p.per entitleJ'Behavior R"r"r."h Th""ry
arrJ Irrvestigatiors IJ.rJ", \Vuy." J"h, B.

Tro.rr"11, h""J "f experimental -"Ji"i.r"
at M. D. A.rJ".son, also presenteJ at tLe
session, ur JiJ D"."tLy Cato, an

ArrJ"rron pry"Liuhirt. Botl, Lrr"*
McGuire -"11 t"..m" th"y huJ s"rr,"J
togetlrer on tLe aJvisory corrrcil, tut they
tooL exception to Lis 

"u.r"". 
p".ro.r.lity

tLeories.

Later in the year, McGuite turreJ Lis
presentation into a prospective ardcle anJ

lrant proposal, lirti"g R. L"" C1at "t
,""o.rJ urrthr. urJ Beatrix C"tb "r thirJ.
T.rnn"l, Cato, anJ CliI{ Horr" -u.n"d
ClarL utort the papet's weat, controver-
siul LypotL.s"s. McGuire suggesteJ that
"overt'personality patterns' appear in set[s]

of patients witL a common cancer syn-
J.o-"... For instance, some men hospital-
iz"J *ith 

"urr"", 
o{ tLe prostate seem to Le

non-a6l$ressive, compliant, co-operative,
almost "{{"*i.rrt".' M"lurrorna patients,
[r" "lto.rt"J, tenJ to te "hyperactive peo-
ple either emotiorally o, -"nb11y." H"
argueJ tLat "precipitating factors wLicL
Lring aLout a neoplastic trans{ormation
ir..ol.r" psycLological processes u, *"11 u,
plr".,o-"rru,so.lly stuJieJ ty "rp".i-"n-
tul utrJ 

"1i.ti".1 
..r"Ji"i.r".' He even postu-

lateJ tLat "r"pr"rs"J emotionality utrJ its
concomitants encountereJ among cancer

patients 
""rlJ L" or" oI th" elements

,rrJ"rl;.rg tL" s"1{-p.opugation o{ neo-

'a'l t
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pl.r-r." McGuire graciously off"r"J 
"o-autLorship to Trunnel ,rJ Ho-., tut they

b"gg.J o[I, wanting notlring b Jo with
what they "o.'riJ"."J to te a lroJg.-poJg"

"[ "li'ri"ully o.rsuppottaLle jargon. ClarL
too L'"L"J u*ry urrJ l"It to CobL th" Ji.ty
Lrrirr"ss ,r{ -"rrJirg {ences wit}, h". -..r-
tor. "Th" consenslls oI opinion [at M. D.
At J".sorr] is against."l.ur" oI th" pup.r,
or any other p.o-rlgution o[ tlreory at
tkis time," she *tote. Cl..L th",, ,,,uJ" lri,
I".li.rgr atout cance, p"rrorulity tLeory
.LrrJ.rrtly cl"u., t"llirg CotL to cLange
the nrrrre o[ ]r". section, Jumping the title
'section o{ P"y"lroro-atic MeJicine" for
"section 

"I M"Ji"ul Psyclrology.""
Eu.ly i., 7957, Cl"rlrtegan sorting

out the r.lationship tetween the section o[

-"Ji"ul psychology urrJ th" Department
o{ M"Ji"i.r", urrJ i, ]r.r" h" issr"J . tlunt
rnemo to the Lospital's prof"ssiorr.l str{{.
Psy"Li.t i" or psycLologi".l 

"..ulr-don 
o{

patients *orllJ tuL" place only .t the
request o{ a re{erring physician; pry"holo-
gists woulJ 

"or{i.r" tlrems.lves to testing
anJ evaluation, not Jiagnorir, ,rJ *orlJ
only treat patients unJ"r the direct super-
.,ision o{. pry"Liut irt. "Intensive long-
term psychoth.rupy," Clu.L continueJ, "is
not consiJereJ appropriate in this setbing."
Patients .t""Ji.rg long-term psychoth".rpy
*orlJ t" ,.{".r"J to 'appropriat" irJi.,iJo-
als or agencies as recornmerrJ"J ty th"
P"ychi.t.ist." Firr"lly, ke set ,.ew li.rrit, o.t

-"Ji".l psycLology; h".r""{orth, stalf psy-
chologists -""1J h.lp patients aJjust emo-
ti"trally to their illrr"ss .rrJ its treatment
anJ manage "iromeJi.te p..ronrl prot-
lems atising l.o.rr, o. complicateJ ty, orr"
o. Loth oI th. .Lor.," tut notking more.
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Firr"lly, I'e insisteJ, to the Jelight o{ 
"lirri-cians, that'..'"Ji".l Jiagnosis, [i.r.l Jirpo-

sition anJ mana$ement rernain tLe
."sporcitility oI th" ."f"r.ing physician."'e

Both Dr. Dorotl'y Cato anJ CoLt

"h"{{"J at Leing part of the Deparbment o{
M.Jicir" ,.rJ y"u.n"J {or inJepenJent
status. PsycLi atry, l...ey.""o-*".rd"J to
Cl",L, rh""lJ t" lit"rrt"J {.o.., -"Ji"irr"
urrJ gir".r its own Jepartmental status,

"qrul 
to -"Ji"irr", surgeryr urrJ r.diology.

Psychology too sLorlJ s"""J" urJ 
"njoy

autonomous Jepadmental stafus as a Lrsic
sciencq on a par witL physics, tio"k"--
istry, anJ ti"l"gy. "I *orlJ not continue to
request tLis status with the L.ro-l"Jg" thrt
yo, Jo not want to lrant it," Cobt s.id, "iI
I ""rlJ see any *ay at .ll of operating an
eI[ecti.,. program the way it is...physics,
tioch"rnistry, anJ just recently biology
operate witk aJministrative autonomy, not
,.,J". 

"lirri".1 
supervision."2o

TL" proporrl 
""lhJ"J 

L"aJ-on with .
L.i"L *ull oI "rrt."r"L.J aftituJes among
scientists urJ 

"lirri"i.rrr, urrJ CotL Lr.-
it. "I am ,*.." o[ your aJministrative
p.oLl"*r ir, -.Lirrg a Jecision on this
s"o.",' sh" -rot. Cl..L. I. the .yes of
M. D. AnJ.rson's rnost irr{luential physi-
cians, especially the surgeons, the only
thing worse tLan a psyclriatrist, or . 

"o"L-.ou"lr, *., a psycLologist. At Cl".!'t
request, surgeon EJ \trlrit" -ir".d ["-
*o.J. .r.pr"rring Lis JirJ.it . "It lrus t."tt
-.11 stateJ," L" t"1J Clu.L, 'thut ten min-
utes o[ the treating plrysician's tirne spent
in answering tLe patient's questiorrs anJ
tringing assurance to Lim is wodL more
than Lorrs o{ pry"hi.ki" stuJy or pry"ho-
logical testing." M. D. AnJ.rson! "mon"y,
time, personn"l, ..rJ .pu". *orlJ teft.r te
J".,ot.J to other li"lJr." Firully, h" 

"o.r-
temptuously Jis-iss.J psy"lrology u.J
pry"lri.try, citing tLe "*h"lly unsatislacto-
ry position 

"{ 
tlrir Ii"lJ as a science anJ as

an art in -"Ji"ir" to-lay."''
\f".ry of tke ticL.ring, in July 1958

Cl..ln J"Ii.,"."J " d"uth sentence to meJ-
ical psychology .nJ pry"lriutry, terminating
hospital services in both areas. In . Jurrr-
age control letter to Robert Srtk.rl.rJ o{
the Hogg FounJation, lr" 

"rpluir.J tlr"
Jecisi6n, citing Cott's {ailure to secure

Lacleing fo, tlr" -"Ji"ul haining program
in Austin u.rJ t1r" {act tLat "support Lom
our own -"Ji".l stu{f, orLich ororlJ 1r..,"

-"J" CoLt'r program proJuctive in spite

"l tlr" lu"L of g'aJuat. uI{iliutiorr, L"gu,
to J.cline, Jr" p".Lups, -ost o{ ull, to
p".ro.rulity Ji#"."rr"..." Erer tke optimist,
C"Lt's l.rt letter to Cl..L "*p...*"J"appreciation fo. yo.r. many courtesies
Juring tke seven years -" hu,r" -orL"J
togetLer... especially your tacLing Juring
the past two stormy y"..r." Sh" th.., l"ft
Houston for the psychology Jepartment at
T"".s T""h. Ot[t". .rr"-1".. o{ tlr" stu{[
lurJ"J on their {""t .s -.11. Rotert
Lansing joineJ tlre psycLology fu"rlty .t
UT-Austin; FreJ Damarin l'".J"J ofi to
the University of Illinoir; u.rJ A1..,
Krurno{{ accept.J an appointment at the
\TasLington University S"hool o{
M.Jicir" in St. Louis."

AnniLilating the program, Lo*"lr".,
Jid not mean tLat Cl..L k"J.t.rJor"J
interest in tLe emotiorrul .r""J, of ".r""tpatients. T7" L"li".,.," he wr:ote in 1958,
'tLat tLe cancer patient rnust te 

"orriJ-.."J ir, Lis entirety, u.rJ tL" impact on tLe
ment.l aftituJes 

"{ L"tL patient urrJ I.-i-
1y...\7" *o.,lJ Le most.emiss i{ we JiJ .rot
consiJer tLat the patient kuJ . -irJ, .,
*"ll u, tlr" p"rsibility o[ frt.l Ji""us.."
\4rat he h.J Jor. orus "li-ir.t . Jy.-
fu.."tior.l depattment. Cl..L p.o.,'ir"J
tLe Hogg FounJation tLat ke -orlJ "..".-tually jumpstart the program, tLis time
unJ., tlre supervision o{ . -"Ji".l Jo"to.
traineJ in psychi.t y .rJ ,r"rrophysiology.
T7. 

"oolJ 
tk"., ottri, tLe necessary coop-

eration l.orn th. "li.ri"i..r, to re-irnple-
ment our prograrn gruJ""lly, Lringing in
tL. psycLologists as the .r..J J"...1op"J.""

A generation *o..lJ p.r" L"{or" .ry-
toJy .t M. D. AnJerson again perceirr.J
the n.eJ. Not until tlre 1970s, wl'..,
improveJ cancer survival rabs l"It.r.ry
p"opl. with frll lives to 1i.,., JiJ L."
Cl"rL u.J lri, ,r"""rro. CLu.l".
LeMaistre ,econsiJer tke merits o[ -.J-
ical psycLology as a significant compo-
nent o{ patient 

"..", urJ tLen orrly in the
context o{ r"h.tilitutirr" -.Jicir.-ho-,
[o. "r.*pl., u 

"lrilJ witk an amputateJ
li-t ". a woman witL a mastectomy coulJ
restor:e a sense o{ .ro.-.l"y to their lives.
In tlre 1980s u..l lg9Or, -.Ji".l p"y-
cLology at M. D. ArJ.rro, *orlJ
reemerger focusing not on mystical
notions o{ 

"u.r".r-pror", 
J"tilit.t"J p"r-

,o.ruliti"r, Lut on th. teh.r.ioral Jirn"n-
sions oI cancer prevention, .ehatilitation,
,rJ i-pro.,"J survi.,al time. I


