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Leaving the controversial 1896 convention at the ripe old age of three score
and ten, Allen was old enough to think abou retiving. But politics had
become the bone of his bone and the flesh of his flesh. While he played no
furtherrole in statewide politics after the turn of the century, Allenremaineda
feisty participant in THouston affairs. As late as 1908 he was still trying to
diciate to blacks who they should vote for, who should be the main Sp(’:lk(‘l: for
the annual Juneteenth celebration, and who should hold office in the
Emancipation Park Association.’? Allen continued 10 engage in such activity
uniil his death in the Bayou City in 1911,

Richard Allen was articulate, talented, and manipulative—qualities des-
perately needed as bliacks struggled for a place in the political life of Houston,
ol Texas, and of the nation. But Allen’s faults eclipsed even these virtues.
Proud and arrogant, he ofien displayed a tendency 1o help people especially
when he could help himself even more. Allen longed for power, status, and
prestige. However, his overweening ambition, coupled with an abrasive
personality, led him into trouble wherever he went. He auracted people by his
oratorical ability and by his intelligence, but he also antagonized people of
|u.)l|| races by his blaincopportunisim, His role in the Exodus affair typifies
his interest in promoting his own wellare more than 1hat of the blacks he
clanmed to represent.

Allen’s inability to transcend his paternalistic relationship with James G.
Tracy offers a clue 10 some of the weaknesses of black leadership during and
ahier Reconsuuction. Both men rode 10 power on the strength of reform
politics, which were then supposedly embodied within the Republican party,
and cach man needed what the other had to offer. Tracy, a white man in a
white-dominated society, had power. Allen, a leader among recently liberated
blacks, had votes. It was natural [or the 1wo to develop a relationship; the
experiment in biracial politics demanded cooperation between political
activists of both races. But cooperation did not imply equality, and blacks
werealways the junior partners, often forced 1o make painful choices between
the demands of their white patrons ind the needs of their black « onstinuency.,
While it would be remiss 10 say that Allen was divorced from the interests of
black voters, it can be said that on some issues which cone cerned blacks he was
outspoken, while on others he simply spoke loudly but carried a small stick.

YHouston Post, Junc 19, 1908.
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Cotton and Profits Across the Border:
William Marsh Rice in Mexico, 1863-1865

Like other Texas businessmen, William Marsh Rice saw his many diverse
business operations undergo a drastic change during the Civil War. The
blockade of Confederate harbors by the Union Navy cut off the flow of
imported goods into L'exas ports and left cotton growers reliant on blockade
runners for the exportof their crops, a process tha did not move cotton in the
necessary volume. Increasingly, the Confederate government realized that the
only way revenue could be obtained for the rapidly dwindling wreasury in
Richmond was through the sale of cotton and that the only way o increase the
volume of export was to send the cotton overland 1o Mexico, and then to ship
it from Mexico to friendly ports in Cuba and the Bahamas.! In the best
entreprencurial vradition, Rice took advantage of the new realivies. The same
talentihat enabled Rice to make a lortune inantebelhun Texas helped him o
greatly increase his wealth during the course of the war.

As the Federal blockade continued and the warchouses of William Marsh
Rice & Co. remained virtually empty of any imported goods, Rice turned his
attention o “neutral” Mexico and particularly o the port of Matamoros,
where cotton goods could be sold and traded with the British and even with
northeastern merchants for much-needed hard currency and import items.
Rice left Houston for Monterrey and Matamoros in December 1863, four
months after the death of his first wife, Margaret Bremond Rice, and rematned
there until August 1865, Historian Andrew Forest Muir, in the only published
account of Rice's life, William Marsh Rice and His Institute: A Biographical
Study, wrote that only “two documents are known relating 1o Rice during
these twenty months, one being a laconic handwriten receipt dated July 17,
1865, while the “second document refating to this period is a dratt in Rice's
own handwriting now found among the Willizon Marsh Rice Papers, which

'For further indonmation on the yole played by Mexico, see Robert W Delaney, “Matonoros:
Parcfor Texas during the Civil War,” Sowthwestern Historical Quarterly 58 (April 1955); Avila
l.arios, “Brownsville-Matamoros: Confederate Lifeline,” Mid-America 40 (April 1958), Ronnie
C. Tyler, “Cotton on the Border, 1861-65," Sowthwestern Histonical Quarterly 73 (April 1970)
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are housed in the Fondren Library of Rice University, of a statement which
was probably 1o be used in preparing Rice's suit over his second wife’s will.”™?
It is in the later document, written many years later, that Rice alludes o his
itinerary, adding that after Monterrey, he went “on 1o Havana, remained
there a month or two, then returned to Matamoros where I was in business
until August 1865, at which time I returned 1o Houston.” Professor Muir had
access to the Rice Papers now at the Woodson Research Center in the Fondren
Library, but because his notes were assembled prior 1o the lormauon of the
Houston Mcuopolitan Research Center, he was not able 1o research the
simaller collection of Rice materials located here. Had Dr, Muirbeenable to do
s0, he would have discovered some 45 items from this period. While the leters
and documents held by HMRC are not numerous enough to yield a detailed
account of Rice'sdaily comings and goings, they do provide glimpses of what
sort of business transactions he was involved with during this time and even
include personal asides about the weather, his family, and the Civil War,

Following are the transcriptions of seven letters from HMRC's William
Marsh Rice Cotlection, all written during the tweniy-month period in which
so little is known about Rice’s life. Six of the letters were written by William
Marsh Rice 1o his brother, Frederick Allyn Rice, who was stationed 1n
Flouston as a captain with the Confederate Army’s local defense forces and
also served as Rice's principal business agent here while Rice was away in
Mexico. The other, written by Fugene Bremond o Frederick Rice, gives us the
fits1 evidence of specitic dates for Rice's movements during this period.
Eugene's father, Paul Bremond, was an early parter of William Marsh Rice
and the brother of Margaret Bremond Rice. Fugene also served as a business
agent for William Marsh Rice & Co. The letters have been reprinted without
changes except for some minor additions of puncruation and capitalization to
aid in their readability.

Matamoros Feh 22, 1864
Dear Fred
It has oceured to me that we might possibly raise the money upon our
Janury & July coupons that are in Furope by paying say 26% of the amount,

2Andrew Forest Muir, William Marsh Rice and His Institute: A Biographical Study, edied by
Sylvia Swallings Mortis, Rice University Studies, Vol. 58, No. 2 (Houston, 1972). 35.
Sthid. | 36.
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and have writien Nichols* about it, See if you have the number; if not, John
Bremond has, in the receipt he took from Nichols when he delivered them o
him. I am now over two months from home and not a line from you, which I
cannot understand when you have had so many opportunities 1o write.
Besides, the mail is regular 1o Eagle Pass and letters directed 1o me care of A.
Duclos, Piedras Negias, will come through all 1ight, and you must certainly
suppose | feel some interist in matters there besides anxiety as to our business
and the cotton coming forward.

Yours Truly, WMR

Eagle Pass May 12th 1864

Friend Fred
Iarrived here yesterday, left Matemores on 28th. Your Brother had arrived

on 14th from Havana well. He wrote you by me. 1 sent the letter forwind and
hope you received it As regards the funds whatever you may have on hand in
the way of coin, Gen. Nichols will arrange to putit in the hands of W. M. Rice
in Matemores, as I think this will be the safest and best way. The Gen. is and
will ship quitea quantaty of cotton to W. M. R. on commission. Ned Bremond
whent 1o Havana. He and Howanthor[?] will envest in a schooner and try the
Blockad. All well. Will be here some ten of twelve days and anything 1o go
through to W. M. R. will tuke it. In haste, I iemain yours,

Fugene Bremond

Matamoros June 11th/64
Dear Fred

[ wrote you on the tth via San Antonio and also sent press copy of former
letter. Mr. Fuaton® has arrived on his way to Europe. Ennisé & company nor yet

‘Fbenezer B. Nichols emigrated 10 ‘Fexas in 1833 from New York, By December 1844 he had
hecome o business partner in the firm of Rice & Nichols. In 1851 General Nichaols moved 1o
Galvesion, ind ahe vwo men conicably dissolved their parinership Late in 1853, The Union
blockade forced Nichols 1o move his firm back to Houston in December 1861, into some empny
watehouses belonging 1o William Mash Rice. R.G. Dun & Company’s aedit records on Willin
Marsh Rice, reprintedin Hold M. Hyman, “Withiam Marsh Rice’s Credit Ratings, 1846-1866,"
The Houston Review 6, no. 2 (1984), give illuminating informaiton on Rice's various business
partnerships.

*Possibly the Reverend Benjanun Faton, who officiated at Rice's Hirst marriage.

“Cornelius Enmis was responsible for che first shipment of cotton from Galveston to Baston in
1841 He was a hifclong iriend of Rice.
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in, but expected 1oday. 1 have nothing particular to say to you, |)u.l as

Bowles Baker is lcaving for Houston, a good opportunity ()Hells wh.nch may
notagain soon. The weather is very hot. We havea breese most of the time, but
the atmosphere is so filled with dirt thar we should be ;1lmos|., as wtvll oll
without it. Mr. Adams? has left for Furope and Iam closeing up his busxm:n;s. l
hope to be making something after awhile, if 1 can get means l()gelher. I'he
bundle sent by Ruthven many months ago not yet received. hnl“llS & famaly
have just arrived, whilst Tam writing, with your letter o me. I think you hive
done very right in sending Libbic® along with Mrs. Ennis. | have not time to
write to Groesbeeck® by this opportunity, but 1 do not see how M.
Groesheeck can travel through to Houston by herself, particularly at ths
season of the year, the weather is terably hot & dry. She might wait here @
month before she could get anyone to take charge of her and even then it
would be terably uncomfortable. A months residence for a Lady here u.l i
Hotel, such as we have here, and then through to Texas under the protection
of some person, would be worse than going through purgatory and more (IT:ln
I would inflict upon any respectable Lady. Ennis has been 5‘}2 daysin mal-'ung
the wip. Tell Groesbeeck this, & that T will write to him, .hrsl opportunity.

wm. Hutchins has sailed direct 1o Liverpool on the Brig St. George.
junsigned]

Matamoros June 30th 1864

Dear Fred

| have received nothing from you since the arrival of Ennis. Eugene goes up
to Piedras Negras tomorrow and will remain therc a short lim.e, perhaps two
or three months, You can write to him and say any thing you wish to say tome.
I have been sick for several days, butam getting well again. I have written Mrs,
Groesbeeck 1o draw on me for two hundred Dollars at Groesbeeck’s
solicitation, and he (Groesbeeck) will return it to you. The weather 15 ul)m'u
the same as in Houston at this season. We have been having considerable vn
lately. Charley Thompson is here without a cemt in his pm'l\:vl; h”W, he got
away from Larado I cannot imagine. Remember me to the wite & children,

Yours, Will R

TProbably Charles Adams, a longume friend and brietly i business pariner of Rue

“Possibly Jubia Elizabeth Baldwin Brown, who would become Whllian Marshy Ruee's secnnd
wife in 1867

"Abraham Groesheeck (also spelled Groesbeck) hecnne Rice's partner aier N hols's wath
drawal from the business. A few years later, Groesbeeck lefs the titm o become president ol the
Houston & Texas Central Railroad.
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Matamoros March 12765
Dear Fred

Your of 2nd by Mrs. Thompson came safely 1o hand, the first & only letter 1
have received since yours of Decmb. 12th, T wrote you by Ennis—Geo. Ennis,
and several other persons who promised 1o deliver 1o you. The letter you
mentioned having sent by Mr. Ringo never came to hand. Whois Mr. Ringo? |
am glad 1o learn that you are all well, and have at last got the articles sent. 1
expect shartly 1o receive some qquinine, calomel & Blue Mass!®—what can yon
get for some of them? Also Tshall have some tin which Tcan sent in some of,, if
you can get an order. [ have eight bales of cotton in bill of lading [rom Gal. Do
not sent any cotton that is mean or damaged as it will not pay. What is the
quality of the Boins cotton? Good cotton such as yours is worth about 30¢
here, against which say 15¢ expenses, 5¢ duty or permit, leaving clear 10¢
only. Mean cotton thus would not bring over 25¢, would only leave 5¢ to pay
{or the cotton, which with all the risk of dimage ete. on the Road would not,
you sce, amount to much,

There is not much use in depending upon private opportunitics. You can
occasionally find safe opportunities but better usnally write by mail directed
10 me at Brownsvitle Box 54. 1 think the polocy of the Central Road!! is bad.
They will never Hind another such an opportunity 1o pay their debis. Time
will show who is right. I understand that you paid Mis, Thompson $125.11
which covers half the draft and was the amount | became responsible for
should Sterriuf?] pay. Half comes 1o us and half goes to Thompson or his
agent.

Remember me to wife and babies. Did you get my letter concerning letting
Groesheeck have the brick?

Send some letter stamps.

[unsigned)

Matamoros March 29th 1865
Dein Fred
1last wiote you on the 12th which Thope you received. This will be handed
to you by Capt. Armsurong. I have from Liverpoola consignment ol Bagging,
Rope, Iron, Tin, Sheet Iron, Wire for Tin manufacturers, Quinine, Calomel,
Blue Mass, Linsced Oil, Soda, Crushed Suger, Trace Chains, Horse Shoe

“Quitine, calomel, and blue mass were all chemical preparations widely used for medicinal
UTPOSeS.

HProbably Houston & Texas Cenual Railhoad.
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Nails, Manufactured Tin such as plates, Tin cups, cic., also Fumblers, Ware
Sives, Frying pans, etc.

These goods will cost here very cheap and as business is dull awing o
Galvestons being open, Ishall be glad to send some of them in, Please see wha
can be done ina quiet way. Keep the matter as close to yourselfas you can Yon
can say that you can order these things to Morris if you think hest tao tabe wn
order from him, and can fecl of the market quictly. You might engage
Bagging & Rope, say, at 304, hall of the amountbeing furnished it Alleyion s
heforeits arival to pay freight ete., and balance to be paid in cotton ourof fiea
picking, say by Ist to 15 September, but only 10 persons in whom you canrely
fully. We do not wish 1o be humbugged any more if we can help, Pevhagpn
partics can be got 1o ship their cotton to me here or will ket you, o Havina 1o
Mess. Adat[?] Spalding & Co. But all fall opperations must be consumated
very early as there is no telling what condition you will be in then or even
perhaps before. It is possible your port may be even shut up this Spring
though I hardly think so. Should you make contracts, take the contingeney of
Galveston being shut up and make provision for it. Make the contradcts cleas
and explicit so as to have no misunderstanding. And should anything happwen
to the goods on the Road, you e not responsible. You agree 1o hiave the goamds
shipped & they ke all responsibility afterwards, 1 suppose youare puning in
a large crop ol cotton and will want considerable bagging & rope, 1 think the
state of affairs late in the fall will be very uncertain. Also my belief is that
cotton will herealter [unintelligible] at much lower figures that heretofore,
and my idea will be 1o realise and make sure of what is in hand. Coton
shippers will make terable losses this year. The stocks have been steadily up on
the increase for a long time. Consinees touch very lighly, they manage to do
with much less than when it was so cheap, besides using other fabrics whose
production have been greatly sumulated since the war.

Write me promptly to Brownsville Box 54 unless you can send by hand of
some person coming out that is reliable. I have a part interist in these goaods
and the way trade looks now I shall be troubled 1o get iy money out of them
here and must make an effort 1o work ofl my interist so as not 1o loose and
make a livle if I ean. Quinine costs about 160 in store, then the duties, The
freight will not be much, 2,50 in Houston would pay some profit. Calomel
cost say 8/- & Blue Mass 6/- in store, Soda 5%¢. Can you getanything lor soda
ash for making soap? We have a few Bbls, Horse Shoe Nails 206, Urice Chiains
60¢, Iron ap 44 in store. Keep these prices (o yoursell. We shall also hive soine

P PR U .
Z1he raihioad lines ended in Alleyton, TX, just west of Houston Froo dus posnn, coton hol
10 be shipped by wagon to the Mexicin horder
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white cambric, [unintelligible], cheap hosery, etc.; cotton cards, ('405( hexc 8%
pr Dz. Isend you a couple of late papers. .I wrote you in my last ('oncumll.nlg
selling your cotion there. Such as yours 1s wo'rth about 30¢, Boins quahity
mucl; less. The freight, dutics, permit, ete. will nearly cat up poor C(l)‘.l.(‘)“i'
Freight from Alleyton must come downto 6¢ l)(?forc coll’or.l w1|lI§)¢1.y, u::(; :;l(l:)
veryAgood quality. | sent you some papers by Falkner, also to Bremo

has kept me supplied with Houston papers.

[unsigned]

Matamoros May 14th 1865

Dear Fred
I wrote you i few days since,

ich wi Tone se¢ Sawyer comyg
which with the one sent 1o you by . ants it
The cloth I have yet found, nor have 1 seen anything of Wash Hill. Do you

want it dark bleu? Since you exchange has become more ple}ll)( ‘;!‘]d crii;: l:z
bought at five doHars to the pound or 12% advanfe whichis a ]1:(11(: ~ Lss’.rcm(‘,1
has been quite an excitement upon the expectation of the dek e((ls m‘: < hlg
upon Brownsville, Yesterday (_I()l.rl:ord had a figh ;jnd l()(‘) .““)fm“wi.uz
prisoners, several hundred stand of arms. I do not believe .ll,l(’ ¢ 'xs im . SC. v
danger of their attacking B;-ownsvil!c. You need not make (’m? l).‘l.:ih:.v‘.,.
exchang by draltisonmeas I can obtaina supp]){ here. Send me papers by Yy
mail. Put them in a big invelop—the postage 1s nol much.
[unsigned]

since which I'sent to you by Mr. Dumblea hat,
sletes your wants in that line,

==

The Battle of Palmito Ranch, discussed in this letter, was the last land

engagement of the Civil War, Lee had sun(-n(l(‘?r(x! (?ll /.\|)1'il‘9, 18.(:..'),11)}1(‘1‘::\':/5
of‘lh;' end of the war had not yet reached l!l(‘ Cunled.e):m- n()Aop.sllAn eel;.;d my)
May 13. Like Colonel johm S, Ford and his men, Rice seems to ;.;v',cn.”“ 0
indication that the war was in its final stages and that he would s
Houston betore the end of the summer.

Steven Sttom
Assistant Editor
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Indians, Cattle. Ships, and Qil: The Story of W. M. D. Lee. Donald k.
Schofield. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1985. Pp. 240.)

Houston’s modern face is concrete, glass, and steel. Yet behind this
glistening veneer lies a history of people, of workers, and of Houston
entrepreneurs, many of whom are now forgoten. William McDole Lee is not
a houschold name. Yet he was one of that bold band of hardy entreprencurs
who opened up Texas and Houston for commercial exploitation. Born in
Wisconsin, Lee was a Yankee who wore many hats in his 83-year life. He
began in 1869 as a trader and merchant among the wribes in the U.S.
Deparunent of Missouri (Kansas, Illinois, Missouri, Colorado, New Mexico,
and parts of Oklahomi and Texas). Trading with the southern Cheyenne iand
Arapaho tribes, and operating as provisioners (0 army soldiers at Camp
Supply, Lee and his partner became prosperous from their operations in
supplies and buffalo hides. Lee’s injtial wealth came in large part from his
role in destroying an irreplaceable resource of the expanding U.S. frontier—
the many thousands of buffalo grazing on the plains.

Whether the hides were secured legally or illegally, Lee vigorously pursued
his enterprise. Donald F. Schofield, author of Indians, Cattle, Ships and Oul:
The Story of W.M.D. ILee, captures this side of Lee's enurepreneurial
personality:

The idea of violating government orders by transporting contraband

out of the region did not seemn 1o bother the men (Lee and his partner) so

long as he {sic] was also exploring new inroads into the hide nade. White

hunters were just too success{ul o be ignored. (p. 35)
The fronter ethic ol these carly commercial capitalists sometimes naded in
respect for the taditional values of honesty and legality for an ethic of
profitability and enhanced accaumulation. Lee’s dealings with the Native
American (Indian) tribes deteriorated as the buffalo herds declined, for the
tribes could no longer trade valuable hides for Lee’s supplies. '

The profitable trade in hides was ending, and Lee moved on to a new career
in the cattle business. Purchasing cattle with capital gained {rom exploiting
Native American tribes and decimating buffalo herds, I.ee became one of the



