and the help of many others, Houston
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Center.

Speciacular Growth

When the three trustees of the Anderson
Foundation determined that Houston
should have a medical center, 1t was a dar-
ing resolution. There were—and still
are—excellent medical facilities in
Galveston, only some fif'ty miles away.
T}]cy were aware that marny na I.'ionany
prominent doctors had trained there and
its credentials were solid. A sizeable pro-
portion of Houston's doctors were UT-
Galveston alumni. Tlﬂey had a strong 1oy—
alt} to The University of Texas Medical
Branch, and many of them wanted no part
of any p1an to chaﬂeng’e its status as the
primary medical training center for south-
eastern Texas.”

T}lcn, there was the U]JVious. Prior to
the 194.0s, Houston's medical “center” was
part of the downtown business district.
The multi-storied Medical Arts Building
was located l.l'lerc; the Bap‘cists’ Memaorial
Hospi‘tal was next to the downtown hl]rary;
St. Joseph's large hospital was just south of
the core of downtown; and a Couple of
other older hospil;als were fanned out in
ather clirectiuus, but still near the center
of town.

There were so many reasons that
favored starting Sownething new and Lig n
a completely different location that it is
almost impossible to list only one or two.
Most of the existing facilitics were small
and aging; none had modern wiring or
plunlloiug for the new equipment that was
Ijeccmliug standard in the major medical
centers in the North and East; and none
was air conditioned. Dallas had just fin-
ished air conditiouing every ljuilcling on its
{:airgl'mmcls— as part of the Texas
Centennial Celebration, and in Houston,
the new Po]ey’s c}_epar'tmcnt store was cen-
trally air conditioned, proving that pcoplc
would go sll()pping just to be where it was
cool. The idea of LuiMing a major struc-
ture without air conditioning was quickly
I)ecoming unacceptable. These new build-
ings often had a minimum of windows, but
were often located away from the down-
town arca in a verdant lawn and tree oasis.
Soon, this lveg‘an to attract doctors to
move their clinics to the su})ur})s, as well.
Now, having the hospitals downtown
meant having to drive back and forth sev-
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r. Benjy Frances Brooks knew what
she wanted to do with her life fro_m

the early age of four. Atan a.gewllen

many young girls would be happy playing with
their dolls, the young Benjy Brooks had
something else in mind. Her mother mar-
veled as she watched her young daughter per—
form operations on her dolls using manictire
scissors. That was just the beginning of a
brilliant career in medicine.

Born in 1918 m the small north Texas

Dr Benjy France. ooks -
(1918-1998) Courresy -

town of Lewisviﬂe, Benjy Prances Brooks Texas Women's H_uli_o_F .
never forgot her Texas roots. After receiving . Fame, Texas Woman's
her MD from The University of Texas el

Medical Branch in Galveston, Dr. Brooks explored the world -
around her as she hecame well recpetlEd in the feld D£ pei‘]ml:m, - -
surgery. She accnpted positions at the U niversity of - .
Pennavlvama and Children’s Medjcal Center in Bos’con, ami
ngame the first woman to join the department of surgery at
Harvard University. However, she longed to return home. In
1958, she got her wish, becoming the first woman pediatric sur-
geon in Texas? She joinecl the staff of Texas C}l‘ii(lrfen's_ -H.ospita,l' .
in the Medical Center, four years after the hospital opened. -

In addition to her time spent with patients, she continued
the research she iaegan carlier in her career, {Ocuamg o1 t]Je
treatment of burn victims as well as congenita] &E£u_’cs, I‘l&lzlng
great advances in those ficlds. She often attributed her Stccess ‘co :
a dood ch]ldhood growing up in Texas with “its zong }uctoty of
strong pioneering women.”

Asif her platc was not full enou d]q she took on a. volunteer
teaclnng position at Bay or Co legc of Medicine. Dr. Brooks' _ -
resume continued to Llossom, and Ly 1973, she jo._inea. tl‘_xe fac =
ulty at the newly established University of Texas Medical School
at Houston. She established and led the division O£.pec]._ia:h’ic '
surgery for ten years.

Dr. BI'OGlZa has been praised for her work many hmes over.
Many awards have been created in her name. Even a phﬂan—
thropic foundation was established in her name by the grateful
parents of one of her palients. lhev wanted the Benjy Brooks
Foundation for Children to contintie her legacy of excegtzonal :
aurgu,a] care for children. She is in the Texas Womens Haﬂ.oE : -
Fame and in 1994, received the honor of being one of -
“Houston’s Pioneer Women and Today’s Leaders” ]ust as s}xe La(l -
admired Texas’ strong, pioneering women as a C]’Jﬂ& Dr oneLs -
had now become an inspiration Lo a new E(.ner'ttlon U£ glrls

When she passeé away in 1998 at the age of 79, the
Houston Chronicle remembered Dr. Brooks not only fox her clzlu '
as a surgeon, butasa “strong child advocate.™ SIm ano went to
court, with }mdyguards at her side, to tes’tiiy in a child abuse case.
Thlouélwu’c her lond career as a surgeon, researc}mer, feacher, and -
child a(lvmate, Dr. Benjy Frances Broo]zs left her marlz on the
world and the Texas Medical Center.
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