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engineering in 1942 and describes his work following the government’s redirection of steel to military purposes.
Bauer worked in the research and drilling departments
where he evaluated ideas such as electromagnetic exploration methods and a diving bell for gravimetric surveying in
the Gulf of Mexico. From the beginning of his career, Bauer
expressed interest in entrepreneurship. In the early 1950s, he
took on the management of the Continental, Union, Shell,
and Superior (CUSS) group whose mission was exploration
technology for development of submerged lands. Leading
this group, Bauer spearheaded development of the floating
drilling rig. By the late 1950s, Bauer established the Global
Marine Exploration Company to further innovations in offshore drilling.
Howard Shatto, inducted into OEC Hall of Fame in 2000,
died in January 2018. Shatto earned the sobriquet, “father
of dynamic positioning.” Recipient of many awards and patents, Shatto described in his interview his pioneering work in
the development of remotely-operated vehicles (ROVs) and
blowout prevention (BOP).
After completing his degree in electrical engineering at
Yale, Shatto took a job at Shell Oil in Houston in 1946. After
company training, Shatto took his first job in New Orleans
working offshore to assemble Shell’s first diesel electric rig.
In 1960, Shatto conceived the world’s first automatic control
for dynamic position on Shell’s Eureka core drillship and followed that accomplishment by developing more than 1,300
dynamic and reentry systems.
An interview with Richard O. “Dick” Wilson reveals the
fast-paced events of the early offshore industry across the
globe. Sharing his experiences with long distance corporate
authorizations and quickly arranged flights across continents, Wilson illuminates development of the marine con-

Drilling barge used for marsh and shallow bay drilling to develop
networks of canals in coastal Louisiana, circa 1960.
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Deep sea divers weld structures under an offshore oil platform in the
Gulf of Mexico, undated.

structions business in the North Sea. Wilson went directly
from his work in the North Sea to Mexico.
With the election of José López Portillo in 1976 and the
leadership of Jorge Díaz Serrano as director general of
PEMEX, offshore exploration for oil in Mexico was a priority
for the Mexican government that was importing oil. Wilson
quotes the Mexican leadership: “We know we have oil. Let’s
go out and find it.” Wilson helped design the structures for
the, as yet, undiscovered oil field. Efforts were rewarded
when Campeche Bay became the second largest offshore field
in the world. Wilson’s team started designing structures for
3,000 barrels a day and then converted to 150,000 barrels per
day before increasing to two million barrels a day by 1982.
From this selection of interviews with inductees into the
OEC Hall of Fame, the innovation, funding, cooperation
among companies, and international scope of the rise of offshore energy development becomes apparent. Interviews include allusions to contemporary political events: Bob Bauer’s
reference to the Eisenhower Tidelands Act and Wilson’s description of political leadership in Mexico.
Among the nearly 700 interviews in the Energy Development
series are a section of interviews on Shell’s shipbuilding and
fabrication, multiple interviews with women who worked in
the offshore industry, the segment of interviews related to
those who served in the Second World War, and a set of interviews about work and policies on the Houston Ship Channel.
Interviews in the Energy Development series of the UH
Oral History Project led to several energy histories. Mark
Mau’s Groundbreakers: The Story of Oilfield Technology and
the People Who Made it Happen, published in 2015, relied on
multiple resources including numbers of interviews from this
collection. Interviewers who contributed their interviews to
the collection and who used the research for publication include Tyler Priest, The Offshore Imperative: Shell Oil’s Search
for Petroleum in Postwar America, 2007; and Jason Theriot,
American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development
in Louisiana’s Wetlands, 2014.
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